
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENT HANDBOOK 
2015–2016 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 
 
                                                       

 

                                    

                                                                                             

  
 

 

 

  

3605 E. River Rd. Tucson, AZ 85718 | Phone: 520.529.1032 | Fax: 520.529.2776 

www.tucsonwaldorf.org | gradesadmin@tucsonwaldorf.org 



2 

 

Table of Contents 

Introduction ______________________________________________________________________  6 

Welcome from the Faculty and Staff • Waldorf Education • History of the Tucson Waldorf School • Vision 

Statement • Mission Statement • TWS Diversity Statement • Special Needs Policy • Inspection Reports 

Organization of the School __________________________________________________________  9 

Faculty and Core Faculty • Board of Trustees • Administration • Leadership Council • Parent Council 

Parent Involvement ________________________________________________________________  11 

Benefits of Service Work • Expectations • Recording Service Hours • Ways to Get Involved; Room Parents, 

Classroom Support, School-wide Support, Join Parent Council, Fundraising and Community Building, Outreach 

• Service Committees 

Communications and Publications ___________________________________________________  15 

Sonoran Sunrise • Weekly Calendar • Family/Class Folders • E-mail • Emergency Text System • All-school 

Directory • Google Calendar • Parent Handbook • Website • Social Media  

Waldorf Community _______________________________________________________________  16 

Class Meeting • Guest Speakers • Assemblies • Strings/ Eurythmy Recitals • Parent Education • Class Plays • 

Treasuring Childhood  

Festival and Annual Events _________________________________________________________  17 

Essential New Parent Orientation • Back to School Picnic • The Rose Ceremony • Michaelmas • Harvest 

Festival • Martinmas • Advent Spiral • River Bend Farm and Craft Fair • FRESH! • May Day • Eighth Grade 

Graduation 

Admissions Process _______________________________________________________________  20 

Quail’s Nest Parent–Child Classes • Early Childhood Program • Early Childhood Biographic Interview and 

Home Visits • Grades Program • Open Houses  

Enrollment__________________________________________________________________________22 

Enrollment Efforts • Early Enrollment for Currently Enrolled Students • Enrollment for New Applicants  

Tuition Assistance _________________________________________________________________  23 

Tuition Assistance; AWSF, Sibling Discount, DES • Raising Your Own Tuition • Original Tax Credit • 

Switcher Tax Credit 

Financial Policies __________________________________________________________________  24 

Late Payment Policy • Withdrawal; Withdrawal by Parent, Temporary Withdrawal, Dismissal by the School  

• Refund Policy • Extended Absence • Reimbursements 

Fund Development and Community Support __________________________________________  26 

Annual Giving • How to Support the Annual Fund; Amazon.com, Shop.com, Target, E-Scrip, matching Funds, 

Gifts In-Kind • Capital Campaign • Arizona Waldorf Scholarship Foundation (AWSF), Original/Switcher; Tax 

Credits; Raise your own tuition; Private School Maximums 

Campus Life ______________________________________________________________________  29 

Parking, Sign-in/Out North Lot, Drop-off/Pick-up South Lot, Security Gate, Cell Phone Use, • Electronic 

Devices and Cell Phone Policy  

Early Childhood Programs __________________________________________________________  30 

Parent-Child Classes • Nursery Classes • Kindergarten • Early Childhood Extended Day • Early Childhood 

Extended Day Enrollment and Billing • Food at School | Early Childhood Program • Our Food Issues Group 

(F.I.G) • Early Childhood Morning Snacks • Early Childhood Birthdays • Early Childhood Footwear • 

Personal Items from Home  



3 

 

 

Grades Program __________________________________________________________________  34 

Before-Care and Extended Day • Attendance • Punctuality • Tardiness• Food at School | Grades Program • 

Our Food Issues Group (F.I.G.) • Grades Morning Snacks • Lunches • Birthdays  

Grades Curriculum Overview _______________________________________________________  37 

Grade 1 • Grade 2 • Grade 3 • Grade 4 • Grade 5 • Grade 6 • Grade 7 • Grade 8 • Specialty Subjects • 

Handwork • Woodwork • Foreign Language • Movement Education • Music • Gardening • Eurythmy  

Academic Expectations ____________________________________________________________  41 

Homework • End-of-Year Reports 

Class Trips, Excursions and Fundraisers ______________________________________________  42 

Field Trips • Class Trips and Fundraisers  

Dress Code ______________________________________________________________________  42 

Specific Guidelines of the Dress Code • Attire for Festivals and Assemblies • Movement Education Class 

Middle School Dress Code Requirements 

Media Use Recommendations________________________________________________________ 44 

General Recommendations • Specific Recommendations By Age • Of Special Concern • Parent Communtiy         

Health, Safety and Illness __________________________________________________________  47 

Emergency Cards and Immunization Records • Sun and Weather Safety • School Closures • Medication Policy 

(Including Herbs and Homeopathic Remedies) • Campus Food Safety Issues • Accident Procedures • Pest 

Control • Policy Regarding Head Lice 

Discipline Policy and Behavioral Expectations _________________________________________  50 

Early Childhood • Grades; General Expectations for Students; Examples of Unacceptable Behavior • 

Guidelines for Behavior; When the Bell Rings, In the Classroom, In the Buildings, Outside in the Yard, Visitors 

to the School, School Excursions and Field Trips, School Assemblies and Functions 

Consequences ____________________________________________________________________  54 

Behavior that involves serious misdemeanors • The following consequences will occur • Probationary Policy  

 

Role of Parent ____________________________________________________________________  56 

Adjustment to School • Rhythm • Parent-Teacher Conferences • Class Visitation • Class Meetings • 

Festival and Extra-Curricular School Events • Personal Items and Pets • Dogs on Campus • Photography 

 and Video Recording • School Office 

 

Land Stewardship Guidelines_________________________________________________________ 59 

Conflict Resolution Policy __________________________________________________________  60 

Child Study _______________________________________________________________________  61 

Recommended Reading ____________________________________________________________  61 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

 

2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR ROSTER  
 

 

    3605 E. River Road 
    Tucson, AZ 85718 

    Phone: (520) 529-1032 

    Fax: (520) 529-2776 

    gradesadmin@tucsonwaldorf.org (Grades 3-8) 

    ecadmin@tucsonwaldorf.org (EC – Grade 2) 

 

 

 

Administration  
Executive Administrator       Margery Bates 

Operations Manager      Wynter Pradier 

North Office Coordinator     Jennifer Sorensen 

South Office Coordinator     Melissa Campbell 

Development Director     Jennifer Moore 

Enrollment Director      Rebecca Briamonte 

Faculty Chair        Linda Braun 

Facilities Manager      Aaron Suski  

 

Leadership Council      

Executive Administrator     Margery Bates 

Faculty Chair       Linda Braun 

Grades Pedagogical Chair     David Sussman 

EC Pedagogical Chair      Jennifer O’Brien  

       

  

Early Childhood Faculty  
Marigold Garden Teacher     Andrea Fiser 

Marigold Garden Assistant     Leila Lopez 

Sunflower Garden Teacher     Kim Lewis 

Sunflower Garden Assistant     Kristina Prisbrey 

Red Rose Garden Teacher     Jennifer O’Brien 

Red Rose Garden Assistant     Bettina Fuchs 

Star Garden Teacher      Maggie Queathem 

Star Garden Assistant      Ron Spector 

Rosemary Kindergarten      Nicole Williams  

 Rosemary Kindergarten Assistant     Carmenza Fernandez 

Before Care EC    Rebecca Davis 

EC Extended Day Director    Zoe Hackl    

EC Extended Day Assistant   Chelsea Cruz 

EC Extended Day Assistant     Sid Lannigan 

Quail’s Nest (Parent/Child Teacher)    Ursula Ramos    
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Grades Faculty      
Grade 1  John Keeney    

Grade 2       Cynthia Hovland 

Grade 3       Bayla Sussman 

Grade 4       Irene Richardson 

Grade 5       Lisa Archer 

Grade 6       Judy Taylor 

Grade 7        David Sussman 

Grade 8       Michelle Blazewicz 

Grade 8 Assistant      Sarah Evans 

Grades 1-3 Extended Day      Sophie Richerd 

Grades 1-3 Extended Day     Lugh Schoonover 

Grades 4-8 Extended Day     TBA 

   

  

Specialty Subject Faculty 
Spanish Teacher      Peggy Patterson 

German Teacher      Karin Panizzi   

Handwork Teacher      Lisa Barnes 

Music/Strings Teacher     Jose “Leo” Leonardi  

Movement Education Teacher    Heidi Johnson 

Middle School Support     Cyrina King 

Woodworking Teacher     Thomas Conner 

  Gardening Teacher       Emily Mabry 

  Eurythmist       Mark Ebersole 

                 

 

 

Board of Trustees  
President       Olga Ryan 

Vice President       Jeff Yockey 

Treasurer       Eric Lamb 

Secretary       Linda Biederman 

Grades Faculty Representative              Lisa Archer 

Early Childhood Faculty Representative   Jennifer O’Brien 

Parent Council Representative    Linda Biederman  

Alumni Representative      Olivia Hansen 

Development Representative     Kira Dixon-Weinstein 

Ex Officio       Margery Bates 
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WELCOME FROM FACULTY AND STAFF 
 

Welcome to the TUCSON WALDORF SCHOOL. We are a Waldorf School in membership of the Association 

of Waldorf Schools of North America (AWSNA). Tucson Waldorf School has recently progressed from the 

status of developing member and is currently a candidate school for full membership with AWSNA. The 

school is administered by the Tucson Waldorf Education Association, Inc. (TWEA). TWEA was incorporated in 

the fall of 1992 as a nonprofit, nonsectarian corporation. It represents a group of parents, teachers, and others 

committed to bringing Waldorf Education to our community. 

 

“Our highest endeavor must be to develop free human beings who are able of themselves to impart purpose 

and direction to their lives. The need for imagination, a sense of truth, and a feeling of responsibility . . . These 

three forces are the very nerve of education.” - Rudolf Steiner, Founder of the Waldorf school movement 

 

As members of the Tucson Waldorf School community, parents and teachers work together from the 

inspiration set forth in the founding of the first Waldorf School in 1919. Then, as now, the timeless ideals of 

the good, the true, and the beautiful guide us in raising our children at school and at home. It is a shared labor 

of love and we, your teachers and staff, express our gratitude for the trust you bestow on us in choosing 

Waldorf Education. 

 

We hope that this handbook will facilitate your understanding of the arrangements surrounding the daily 

rhythms, organization, and policies of the school. Equally important, we hope it will offer you an opportunity to 

consider how to deepen your own experience of our Waldorf School. Since it is ultimately you and your 

children who create the vitality of this community, we invite and encourage you to investigate as thoroughly 

as you can the forces that inspire this education. 

 

Let us join together in the adventure that is Waldorf Education by building this school—your school and 

community—to reach its greatest potential! 
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Waldorf Education  
Ignites a lifelong love of learning by— 

 Using proven learning techniques based on insight into brain and physical development, 

kinesthetic learning and emotional intelligence. 

 Responding to the inquisitive and inquiring mind of the child at each stage of development. 

 Preparing children for the ever-changing world. 

 Committing to academic excellence in order to foster the capacities of thinking, feeling, and 

willing. 

 

Offers an integrated, developmental and experiential curriculum that— 

 Provides a warm and inviting environment that nurtures development, growth and learning. 

 Focuses on each student’s developmental needs and capacities. 

 Cultivates academics artistically through practical activities to awaken each student’s thinking, 

creativity and will. 

 Integrates the visual, performing, and practical arts to activate the senses and create deeper 

and more meaningful learning. 

 

Is independent, inclusive and— 

 Upholds the principles of freedom in education. 

 Engages independent administration locally, continentally, and internationally. 

 Unites a community of schools with a common mission, shared principles and approach to 

education. 

 Welcomes people of all cultural, ethnic, and religious backgrounds. 

 

Strives for cultural and social transformation and—  

 Has an influential tradition of social change and cultural renewal. 

 Has a track record that spans the globe. 

 Offers regionally adaptive education with hundreds of Waldorf schools worldwide. 

 Uses inclusive practices that promote collaborative success. 

 Fosters the interconnectedness of all living things on earth. 

 Encourages teachers to practice artistic self-development. 

 

Is inspired and guided by anthroposophy, a world view inspired by Rudolf Steiner, which— 

 Provides principles of the education to inspire and guide teachers, administrators, trustees, 

parents and the greater Waldorf community. 

 Evolves from a profound understanding of the human spirit and human development, and 

encourages trust in the wisdom of the human being. 

 Arises from a unique view of the human being, incorporating ecological practices in education 

to raise awareness of the spiritual connection of the world. 
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HISTORY OF THE TUCSON WALDORF SCHOOL  
 

In Tucson in the mid-1980s, a diverse group of individuals came together to study the writings of 

Rudolf Steiner, the Austrian scientist and philosopher who founded Waldorf Education. In time, 

members of our anthroposophical study group began to nurture the dream of a Waldorf school that 

would nourish Tucson’s children. Their impulse was truly selfless—not one of these individuals had 

children to send to the school. That founding generosity of spirit has continued to play an integral role 

in the strength of the school.  

In September of 1993 the Enchanted Desert Playgarden opened its doors in mid-town Tucson.  

Parents, educators, artists and other professionals had joined forces with the anthroposophical study 

group to do the intensive study and practical work needed to open a Waldorf-inspired kindergarten, 

aspiring to create an educational environment that was both spiritually enriching and holistic in 

approach.  

During the next four years, the early childhood program expanded to accommodate a growing 

interest in the school, adding classes and gathering the strength and resources to begin an 

elementary school program. A second small property was rented, and in August of 1997, with the 

official establishment of the grades, we became the Enchanted Desert School and Playgarden. Each 

subsequent year, a new 1st grade has embarked on their grade-school journey with a teacher called 

to work with the individual children forming that class.  

In the spring of 2002, after many years of searching for a permanent campus, the centrally located 

property on Presidio Road was purchased and renovated to accommodate the Grades program. The 

Presidio campus was acquired through the support of the Rudolf Steiner Foundation and 

contributions by the community, including many founding members of the school.  In the 2006 the 

Early Childhood classes moved to the Presidio campus to join the Grades. 

In 2006, the Association of Waldorf Schools of North America (AWSNA) officially approved the 

inclusion of “Waldorf” in our developing school’s name; and so we became the “Tucson Waldorf 

School,” the only independent Waldorf school in Arizona at that time. By the following year, it 

became apparent that we were quickly outgrowing the Presidio campus, prompting the search for a 

larger site to accommodate the school’s growth. In the summer of 2008, our new campus in the 

historic “River Bend” area of north Tucson was purchased by Tucson Waldorf School through the 

wonderful generosity of a small group of donors. That fall, the oldest two grades classes made their 

home on the new campus; by 2009, Grades 3-8 were housed there. 

Enrollment continued to flourish, and it was not long before it became clear that it was time for the 

whole school to be consolidated at our permanent home at River Bend.  With the combined strength 

and efforts of our whole school community, we opened the 2014-15 school year with all of Tucson 

Waldorf School united on one campus again, this time for good.  The future will bring more building 

and development to this special piece of the Sonoran Desert, nestled under the beautiful Santa 

Catalina Mountains, where we continue to develop our full vision of Waldorf education. 

Currently, Tucson Waldorf School is a candidate to become a full member school of AWSNA late in 

the 2015-16 school year. The TWS faculty, staff, and board members have worked diligently for 

several years on the requirements to achieve full AWSNA membership.  We look forward to a visit 

from the AWSNA site visit accreditation team, October 11-14, 2015. 

 

 



9 

 

Vision Statement  
The Tucson Waldorf Education Association will serve the community by creating a Waldorf school 

worthy of all children. Here they can begin a lifelong love of learning in an atmosphere of wonder, 

gratitude and reverence. Our Waldorf school will cultivate clarity of thought, sensitivity of feeling, and 

strength of will, enabling students to become balanced, creative human beings capable of 

independent judgment. Graduates will meet the challenges of the future with compassion, courage, 

confidence and innovation. 

 

Mission Statement  
The mission of the Tucson Waldorf Education Association is to establish a school, pre-K through 

Grade 12, based on the philosophy and methodology of Waldorf Education, a worldwide independent 

school movement founded in 1919. TWEA will further enrich the community by sponsoring 

workshops, lectures, and festivals that promote the healthy development of children and families. 

 

TWS Diversity Statement 
The school welcomes students of any race, color, sexual orientation, national and ethnic origin to all 

the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to the students at 

the school. The school does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sexual orientation, national 

and ethnic origin in its admissions, policies, tuition assistance, or in any other of its school programs. 

At Tucson Waldorf School, cultural diversity is both welcome and highly valued, as it enriches both 

the curriculum and our lives. 

 

Special Needs Policy 
The Tucson Waldorf School does not have a special education department or programs for 

individuals requiring special education.  We will accept special needs children into our program on a 

case-by-case basis, based on our ability to properly serve the needs of the child. 

 

Inspection Reports 
The Early Childhood program is licensed by the Arizona Department of Health Services (DHS), 400 

W. Congress Street, Suite 100, Tucson, Arizona 85701 – 520.628.6541. TWS has a fire drill every 

month, two yearly kitchen inspections performed by the Pima County Health Department and annual 

inspections are performed by DHS, the fire department, and the gas company. All inspection reports 

are available in the office upon request. 

 

ORGANIZATION OF THE SCHOOL 

How does a Waldorf school operate? Waldorf schools are “self-administered,” according to the 

recommendations of Rudolf Steiner, meaning that teachers have a central role in the development of 

all aspects of the school. However, teachers must also be able to focus on their first priority—the 

classroom and the quality of their teaching. A school must find balance in self-administration. 

  

Waldorf schools do not use a traditional hierarchical governing structure. Instead, inter-related bodies 

(or pillars) work together to govern and operate our school. Below you will find descriptions of the 

three governing pillars, as well as information about the Leadership Council and Parent Council.  
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Faculty and Core Faculty  
The faculty works directly with the children and parents, overseeing the day-to-day activities of the 

classrooms, developing the curriculum and creating the school’s festivals. The faculty of the Tucson 

Waldorf School is dedicated to bringing the children a living experience of Waldorf Education. The 

faculty is responsible for details involved in the functioning and operation of the school (in 

conjunction with the administration), and they take on many tasks in addition to their teaching work 

assignments. Working within committees, they report back periodically to the Core Faculty and the 

full faculty.  

 

The faculty is engaged in an ongoing endeavor to penetrate deeply into the work and ideas of Rudolf 

Steiner, which are the basis of Waldorf Education. Every effort is made to develop a close and 

cooperative working relationship in which the faculty, as well as the children, can learn and grow. 

The school is committed to having a fully Waldorf-trained, full-time faculty. 

 

The Core Faculty consists of a subset of the full faculty, the faculty chair, and the administrator, and 

provides oversight to the school’s curriculum development, pedagogical policy, program 

administration, faculty hiring and dismissal, professional development, and student admissions. The 

Core is the decision-making body in these areas.  

 

Core members take responsibility for the high standards of pedagogical and corollary administrative 

policies, and for providing direction to the development of the life of the school as a whole. Its 

members meet each week in addition to participating in other weekly faculty meetings.  

 

Board of Trustees 
The practice of incorporating trustees in U.S. Waldorf schools, in non-pedagogical areas, has evolved 

as a legal and practical necessity in founding, funding, implementing, and governing a Waldorf 

school. Trustees bring a considerable range of skills to the tasks of funding, building, and operating 

Waldorf schools. The Board of Trustees is responsible for the legal and financial well-being of the 

school. This body has the long-term goals of the school at heart and works to secure the school as 

an entity within the legal and financial realm of the broader community and state. It is composed of 

parents, faculty, and community members.  

 

Administration  
Professional administrative staff support and oversee a wide range of administrative and business 

matters. The administration carries out the necessary day-to-day business activities of coordinating 

and operating the organization. The administrative team is led by the Administrator and carries out 

the decisions and standing policies, and strives to serve the needs of the faculty, parents, and 

students. The school Administrator provides support for and coordinates efforts between and among 

students and their families, teachers, staff, the Core Faculty and the Board of Trustees. The 

administrative staff is made up of the Administrator, Operations Manager, Office Coordinator (2), 

Enrollment Director, and Development Director and Faculty Chair. 

 

Leadership Council    
The Leadership Council is responsible for overseeing the day to day implementation of policy and 

procedure in the administrative and pedagogical realms of the school, and is responsible for 

addressing questions that arise from parents, staff and faculty members, and the Board.   
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The Administrative Director, the Faculty Chair, and the designated representatives of the Grades 

Faculty and the Early Childhood Faculty (most commonly, the Grades and EC Pedagogical Chairs) are 

the four members of this committee. The Board president may be called in for specific situations 

involving personnel, financial or legal issues. 

 

The Leadership Council meets weekly to decide matters of operation that require input from all 

spheres, working to balance the needs of the whole school.  This body facilitates implementation of 

policies created and overseen by the Board of Trustees and the Core Faculty; this group is 

empowered to create policies and procedures for certain operational matters.  The LC is committed 

to maintaining a culture of collaboration, trust and openness.   

 

Parent Council  
The Parent Council (PC) is a community-building organization working to engage parents in the life of 

the school community. The PC actively supports the work of the Board, faculty, and administration 

on behalf of our children, and contributes to the intellectual, physical, and social climate of the 

school.  

 

The core of Parent Council is formed by the room parents of each class, including the Early 

Childhood, Lower Grades, and Upper Grades. This core of room parents forms the foundation of the 

PC and is responsible for encouraging other parents to attend monthly PC gatherings. In addition to 

supporting their class teacher, room parents are the communications bridge between the 

administration and the parent body, and help spread the word that every parent is automatically a 

member of the Parent Council.  

 

The Parent Council shall:  

 Invigorate and organize volunteer efforts by parents in such a way that nourishes respects, 

and protects the volunteers.  

 Provide educational opportunities for parents that deepen their understanding and appreciation 

of Waldorf Education.  

 Facilitate improvements in the school grounds and activities.  

 Provide a forum for parents to communicate and discuss issues of concern.  

 Serve as an advisory group to the Board and Core, expressing to them the ideas and concerns 

of the parent body. 

 

A $25 fee per family supports the PC’s projects throughout the year. 

  

PARENT INVOLVEMENT  

 
"Waldorf schools are communities characterized by parents and teachers united together on behalf of their 
children – with each person contributing his time, energy, creativity and resources to meet the needs of the 
entire community." - Robert Schiappacasse on Building a Waldorf Community, 1995 lecture 

 

Benefits of Service Work 
The Tucson Waldorf School community is strengthened by a long and rich tradition of parent 

involvement. Over 24 years ago, parent volunteers launched Tucson’s first Waldorf parent-child 
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classes. Without the gifts of parents’ time, energy, and expertise, our many fundraising events and 

activities would not exist. Parents serve on essential committees; they are intimately involved in 

long-range planning; and they offer a wide range of professional advice and services to the school. 

Our children benefit from knowing their families are involved in actively supporting their school 

community. 

 

Expectations 
Each family is expected to contribute a minimum of 48 hours of service per school year. Please let us 

know if we need to adjust the number of hours your family is able to contribute (e.g., single-parent 

families). For assistance in matching your interests, knowledge, skills, and schedule with a volunteer 

job, contact Linda Biederman at parentcouncil@tucsonwaldorf.org. Thank you for lending your time 

and talents!  

 

Recording Service Hours 
TWS is transitioning to a new system for tracking service hours. Details and instructions will be 

provided to each family—new and returning—before the first day of school. 

 

 

Ways to Get Involved 

Room Parent 

Room Parents are the heartbeat of the classrooms. They provide support to the teachers, they 

get information to class parents regarding class events and activities, and they coordinate 

class trips and projects. Each class has designated Room Parents.  

 

Classroom Support 

Chaperone a field trip, make a birthday card for the teacher, sew a costume for the class play 

or host a potluck for the parents. Support the operational needs for your class. 

 

School-wide Support 

Work in the gardens, assist with plays and performances, contribute photos or articles to the 

Sonoran Sun newsletter, help in the office, and organize a work party. See the table below for 

various ongoing opportunities. 

 

Join Parent Council 

Assist with internal communications, resource sharing and manage valuable institutional and 

community-related events throughout the school year. Parent Council coordinates committees 

like Parent Education, the Caring Committee and Craft Circle. 

 

Fundraising and Community Building 

Work a shift at the Harvest Festival, or help out at Fresh (our spring fundraiser), help to host 

the Parents and Friends Reception, make calls for the Annual Fund and AWSF, or help new 

families learn about the school. 
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Outreach 

Post flyers for school events; write online reviews or editorials about TWS; spread the word 

about Waldorf Education; invite friends to the school tours and orientations; or sign up for a 

shift at an outreach event to serve as a parent ambassador. 

 

Every fall, the administration hosts an Essential New Parent Orientation to introduce new 

families to TWS community life. This event informs parents about how the school operates as 

well as the many opportunities for parents to become involved. TWS is a growing 

independent school and there are many opportunities to volunteer. Volunteering nurtures a 

mutually beneficial and rewarding experience for the individual families, as well as the greater 

school community. 

 

Service Committees 

BOARD SUPPORT  

Finance Committee: Advise the Board and Faculty on the fiscal 
health of the organization. Oversee the budget process and the 
tuition assistance program. 

Eric Lamb 
treasurer@tucsonwaldorf.org 

Facilities Committee:  Help maintain the buildings and grounds 
of our campus. 

Aaron Suski 
facilities@tucsonwaldorf.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT  

Development Committee - the development committee is a 
liaison between the Development Director and the Board of 
Directors.  The committee works to educate, inform and support 
the board in fundraising efforts.  The Committee also works 
collaboratively with the Development Director and related staff 
to: 

 Develop and implement the organization’s fundraising 
plan 

 Identify, cultivate and approach major donors 
(individual, planned gifts, foundation and corporate) 

 Support alumni giving and involvement 

 Help in big picture planning and production of major 
events 

 Aide in recruitment of development committee members 
and event volunteers. 

 Educate, inform and communicate with families to 
encourage and create a culture of giving. 

 
                    Jennifer Moore 

development@tucsonwaldorf.org 
 
 

Kira Dixon-Weinstein 
Kira@mercadosanagustin.com 
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FRESH! Committee: A Spring Soiree 
Help create a beautiful al fresco adult evening featuring farm 
fresh food, silent auction, live music, dancing, candlelight and 
lots of laughter.  Fresh is our school’s largest fundraiser and 
offers school service opportunities to fit just about any interest 
and involvement level. 

 
Kira Dixon-Weinstein 

Kira@mercadosanagustin.com 
 
 
 

M.O.R.E. Committee: (Marketing, Outreach, Retention & 
Enrollment) Represent the school at community events and help 
spread the word about Waldorf education. This includes 
Treasuring Childhood planning, placement of marketing 
materials, website development and advertising design.  

Rebecca Briamonte 
enrollment@tucsonwaldorf.org 

Technical Support: Computers, phone networking, etc. Jennifer Sorensen 
ecadmin@tucsonwaldorf.org 

General Office:  Volunteer in the office answering phones and 
doing light clerical work when office staff is out.  

Melissa Campbell 
gradesadmin@tucsonwaldorf.org 

 

Running Errands:  Costco, Trader Joes and various others. Jennifer Sorensen 
ecadmin@tucsonwaldorf.org 

PARENT COUNCIL SUPPORT 
 

Craft Circle: Get to know other parents while making crafts for 
fundraisers. The group meets weekly, but crafts may also be 
completed at home.   

 
TBA 

craftcircle@tucsonwaldorf.org 

Harvest Festival: Help plan this annual school community event 
which takes place at the end of October. 

Mirelle Nashimoto 
nashiko915@yahoo.com 

Waldorf Treasures School Store: Work with Craft Circle to 
develop outreach opportunities to bring Waldorf Treasures into 
a greater place of prominence both inside and outside the school 
community.  Projects may include set up and management of an 
Etsy store, and school site as well as craft sales at the Holiday 
Bazaar at the Mercado San Agustin.   

 
 

April Wiley 
lovefromape@me.com 

Parent Education: Help plan parent education evenings or study 
groups which serve to further parents’ knowledge and 
understanding of Waldorf education.  

 
Rebecca Briamonte 

enrollment@tucsonwaldorf.org 

Hospitality: Help organize, set up and provide refreshments for 
Faculty meetings and other meetings that take place during the 
school year. 

 
TBA 

hospitality@tucsonwaldorf.org 

The Caring Committee: Help coordinate means of support for 
families in need. Anything from sending out simple cards from 
the community, to helping coordinate meals in times of need. 

 
April Wiley 

caringcommittee@tucsonwaldorf.org 
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COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS  

Below you will find several methods by which TWS communicates with parents. Much of the 

information you will receive from the school arrives via e-mail. If you do not have email or internet 

access, please inform the office so we may provide you with hard copies. We encourage you to add 

grandparents and friends to our mailing list. Our mailing lists are never sold and are used exclusively 

for TWS communications.  

 

Sonoran Sunrise  
Sonoran Sunrise is a bi-weekly electronic newsletter to inform you of upcoming events and 

important school news. This is the primary method of communication to parents from the school. 

Feel free to forward to your children’s grandparents and friends of the school. 

 

Weekly Calendars 

Posted on each communications board and e-mailed to you bi-weekly alternating with Sonoran 

Sunrise. 

 

Family Folders and Class Folders 
In the north area, individual family folders for nursery through grade 2, are located on the table by the 

sign-in sheets. In the south drop-off area, grade 3 family folders are located in the designated pick-up 

spot near the classroom. New this year, grades 4-8 will only have one general class folder for 

communications. Please check your folders daily for important teacher and school communications. 
 

E-mail  
Tuition invoices from TADS (our tuition management system), important school-wide updates, 

Sonoran Sunrise, reminders from room parents, and teacher communications are e-mailed.  

 

Emergency Text System 
In the event of an emergency, school closure, or other immediate announcement, you will be 

notified via text message through the cell phone number listed in TADS. Please be sure to update 

your contact information as needed.  

 

All-School Directory 

Contains faculty and family contact information. Please use the directory as a tool for school 

communication only. The information contained in this directory is never traded, sold, or used for any 

promotional or commercial purposes. Thank you for respecting this policy. 

 

 

 

Study/Recreational Group: Help organize study groups for 
parents to come together to learn more about Waldorf education 
and other areas of interest. Plan social evenings out for 
parents/families to socialize outside of school.  

Linda Biederman 
parentcouncil@tucsonwaldorf.org 
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Google Calendar 
Access the TWS calendar through our home page at tucsonwaldorf.org, which contains important 

dates and information about school activities, field trips and events. 
 

Parent Handbook  
Our Parent Handbook is available to view through our website. Please refer to the handbook for 

policies and important information about programs, fundraising, volunteering and community, 

festivals, and how TWS operates. Hard copies are also available in the office. 

 

Website 
Our website is: www.tucsonwaldorf.org. You are encouraged to visit the website regularly. 

Tucsonwaldorf.org contains the school calendar, giving opportunities, tax-credit contributions, details 

about upcoming events, reading lists, information about Waldorf Education, and access to parent 

portal.   
 

Social Media 
Facebook- Become a fan of the Tucson Waldorf School and “like” our page. 

Twitter- Follow us on Twitter @tucsonwaldorf. 

Instagram- Follow us on Instagram at tucsonwaldorf. 

 

 

WALDORF COMMUNITY 

 

Parents are on a journey of learning as their children grow. The Tucson Waldorf School offers support 

and opportunities for parents to deepen their understanding of the principles behind Waldorf 

Education and current issues facing parents. You are a part of a vibrant community of parents, 

teachers, staff, and students through volunteering at the school. Look to the Sonoran Sunrise, emails 

and letters from teachers for announcements of events, volunteer opportunities, and meeting times 

for school and community programs and activities, including: 

 

Class Meetings 
Designed to illuminate a particular aspect of the Waldorf Education and how the curriculum meets 

the developmental needs of the growing child. 

 

Guest Speakers 
Experienced teachers or individuals with a particular expertise connected to Waldorf Education 

and/or parenting issues. 

 

Assemblies  
Children in grades 1-8 have the opportunity to share their work with each other and their families 

throughout the year. Students and faculty attend in-school assemblies and parents are invited to 

attend. (Early childhood siblings should attend their own regular classes during assembly time.) 

 

 

http://www.tucsonwaldorf.org/
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Strings and Eurythmy Recitals 
At the end of each semester, the strings classes for grades 4-8 share their work with the school 

community. In addition, when we have a eurythmist working with the students for a special block of 

study, we have a recital for grades 4-8 to share what they have worked on in class. 

 

Parent Education  

Public lectures and workshops are offered during the school year covering different aspects of 

Waldorf Education and anthroposophy. These are special opportunities and you are highly 

encouraged to attend! Please watch for announcements.  

 

Class Plays 
Each grades class produces at least one play a year. All aspects of the preparation of these 

presentations are integrated into the curriculum and form another vehicle for deepening the work 

done in main lesson.  

 

Treasuring Childhood Series 
A free and public film and lecture series offering discussion and practical solutions regarding the 

challenges facing today’s children and families from the perspective of the TWS faculty. 

 

 

FESTIVALS AND ANNUAL EVENTS 

Throughout the year, you will have the opportunity to take part in seasonal festivals drawn from 

different cultural and religious traditions. These festivals help to connect us with the cycles of nature, 

establish a yearly rhythm for the children and strengthen our community. Festivals can nourish our 

souls through the sharing of stories, food, songs and activities linked to the seasons and expressed 

with beauty and reverence. In addition to the community-wide festivals listed here, teachers 

celebrate other festivals in the classroom, including those connected to the subjects that the class 

may be studying. 

 

Parents are asked to share in maintaining the special mood of the festivals where the community is 

invited. Some festivals are conducive to free play and casual socialization, while other festivals are 

more structured and intentional, aiming for a more quiet and reverent mood. Please respect this, and 

help your children to respect it. During festivals and events that are outside the school day, parents 

are expected to supervise their own children at all times, or to designate another responsible adult if 

they cannot personally be present.  Teachers are only in charge of the students during normal school 

hours, and cannot take responsibility for their behavior or safety when they are working hard to 

create activities for the whole community.  

 

Consider the age appropriateness of extra-curricular events when deciding whether to bring your 

child. Some are not suitable for younger children; for instance, assemblies for the grades are geared 

for older children, and are done during class time for the early childhood program.  The nursery and 

kindergarten students need to participate in the full rhythm of their day.  By the same token, some 

festivals are geared to younger students, and are not appropriate for older students if they just want 
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to come and socialize with each other.  Certainly they are welcome to attend if they are interested in 

staying in the mood of the festival. 

 

Clear, cohesive beginnings and endings at festivals help to create beautiful, meaningful experiences 

for the children. Please help to create this by arriving on time (if that is called for) and departing 

promptly at the festival's closing. When festivals take place on school nights, it is especially 

important that the children get home for a good night’s sleep before school the next day. If you 

are volunteering with set up or clean up, please designate another adult to be in charge of your child 

during that time. It is not healthy for children to remain late while their parents linger to work or 

engage in adult conversations.  

 

The faculty will be working to create a trained set of parent volunteers who can help with playground 

supervision at these events.  Specific guidelines for appropriate behaviors are in the Behavioral 

Expectations section for students on page 58 of this handbook, and will be shared by teachers and/or 

room parents throughout the year. 

 

Essential New Parent Orientation 
This essential orientation for new families is held each year in the evening before the start of school 

and by appointment for newly enrolled families joining TWS after the start of school.  

 

Back-to-School Picnic  
This is held each year in August, generally the first Saturday after school starts. Come meet and 

welcome new parents, old friends, faculty, staff, and Board members. Each family brings their own 

picnic and blanket. Beverages are provided. 

 

The Rose Ceremony 
On the first day of school each year in August, we welcome the incoming first grade class with a 

Rose Ceremony. All the grades classes and their parents join together as the kindergarten teachers 

lead the students to greet their new Grade 1 teacher with a handshake, and to receive a rose from 

the incoming eighth graders. The gesture is reversed at the eighth grade graduation in May, when 

the first graders present the 8th graders with roses as they begin their culmination ceremony.   

 

Michaelmas 
Like most Waldorf schools around the world, the Tucson Waldorf School celebrates the festival of 

Michaelmas on September 29. The day is filled with strong imagery such as a fiery dragon being 

conquered by the heavenly hero, Archangel Michael. The children dress in costumes, enjoy games of 

courage and strength, join their voices in verse and song, eat dragon bread, and drink dragon juice.  

 

The Grades students perform a Michaelmas-themed play for the community, with each grade having 

a different role. The Early Childhood students celebrate Michaelmas in class with special craft and 

baking activities. The purpose of this festival is to celebrate human will, inner strength, courage, and 

initiative. It serves as a symbolic reminder for the whole community that we each should strive to 

overcome our lower impulses: fear, vengefulness, wrath, anxiety, selfishness, and laziness. 
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Harvest Festival 
The Harvest Festival is a TWS community event held at the end of October. Live music, homemade 

treats, a warm fire, dancing, and costumes are regular features of this event. The Early Childhood 

faculty present the Protected Path for children in first grade and younger. The community supports 

the parent organizers of the Quest Path for children in Grades 2 and older. The Harvest Festival is a 

safe place for the children to dress up and have fun during evening hours. We strongly encourage 

homemade costumes. Costumes with weapons, as well as commercial or scary/gory images are 

strongly discouraged. 

 

Martinmas   

In early November, children in the Early Childhood and lower Grades classes prepare for the annual 

Lantern Walk, a festival in which we bring our own small lights to meet the outer darkness of the 

approaching winter solstice. Celebrating Martinmas serves as a reminder that each of us has a divine 

spark that we must carry out into the world and share with others. The grades children hear the story 

of St. Martin, a Roman soldier who kindly shared his cloak with a homeless beggar.  We sing songs, 

and as darkness falls, venture out into the night with handmade lanterns, walking along a path lit with 

glowing luminarios. As part of the celebration of Martinmas, the TWS community organizes a 

charitable collection each year, with contributions to the Food Bank or collections of warm coats. 

This year, we will be trying some new ideas for this festival, so stay tuned for further updates!   .   

 

Advent  
The Advent Spiral is a festival that Early Childhood and Grades 1 and 2 students share at the 

beginning of December. It is one of the most beautiful and memorable festivals of the season for the 

younger children in a Waldorf school. In a semi-darkened room, lit only by candles and imbued with 

the scent of evergreens, each child goes forth, one at a time, through the spiral pathway built of 

branches, to the center. The child lights his or her candle, then places it somewhere on the walk out 

of the spiral to light the way for the next child. It is a reminder of the journey inward each of us will 

make during the dark days ahead.  

 

This special season is observed in the Grades Program through assemblies each week leading up to 

the winter break. The grades classes gather first thing every Monday during December, as well as 

the last Friday before the winter break, for the lighting of an Advent wreath, and during Chanukah, a 

menorah.  We sing songs, and representatives of each class bring offerings to the Advent Nature 

Table.  Each time we hear a different story told by one of the teachers, related to the theme of the 

week, which honors the different realms of nature: the earth and its minerals, the plants, the 

animals, and the human being.  We celebrate the inner light that is found on Earth and in all living 

things as we recognize the gifts each of these realms contributes to the whole.  Our songs and 

stories come from various cultures as well as Waldorf traditions. 

 

River Bend Farm and Craft Fair – On Hiatus  
The River Bend Farm and Craft Fair is currently on hiatus while we explore other opportunities for 

outreach and development of the school store.  

 

FRESH!: Spring Soiree Fundraiser 
Each spring the Tucson Waldorf School holds its most significant fundraiser of the year. FRESH! 

Spring Soiree is a beautiful al fresco adult evening featuring farm fresh food, local beer and wine, 
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silent auction, live music, dancing, candlelight and lots of laughter. Fresh is our school’s largest 

fundraiser and offers school service opportunities to fit just about any interest and involvement level. 

 

May Day 
In ancient traditions, the lovely festival of May Day marks what is considered the first day of summer 

in Celtic lands, and also is connected to Flora, the Roman goddess of spring. A Maypole is another 

wonderful tradition and is a representation of the tree of life. Typically, there is a large Maypole with 

flowers on the top and ribbons hanging from it to weave in and out with skipping songs and dances. 

We all join hands and hearts around the Maypole to rejoice in all of life’s awakenings while we 

embrace the oncoming warmth and shimmering brilliance of summer! The children make crowns 

with flowers and finger knitting. Families come, lay blankets down, and join others to share picnics.  

 

Eighth Grade Graduation 
Every May as the school year comes to a close, we celebrate the graduation of our eighth grade 

class with a ceremony to honor their achievements. Each graduation ceremony is a unique reflection 

of the graduating individuals and their class teacher and typically includes speeches, music, and 

memories spoken by the students. Displays of the graduates’ work (often including eight years of 

main lesson books and projects), the post-ceremony dancing, and social revelry are highlights of the 

graduation. Refreshments are provided. The whole school community is invited! 

 

 

ADMISSIONS PROCESS 

Tucson Waldorf School uses TADS, a comprehensive tuition management company, for our 

admissions, enrollment, tuition assistance and tuition billing. TADS has been in business for 50 years 

and is used by many Waldorf Schools. Use of TADS by TWS allows for a more streamlined and 

efficient process. All tuition billing is administered entirely through TADS at www.tads.com. 

Each family has a unique login with TADS to manage their account. Tuition and fees payments will 

go directly through TADS. If you have any questions, please contact Wynter Pradier at 520.529.1032 

or operations@tucsonwaldorf.org. 

The process of admission gives families the opportunity to discover how an independent education 

at Tucson Waldorf School can make a significant difference in the life of a child. The admission 

process includes a visit, interview, and completed application. For students applying to grades 1-8 

there will also be a time scheduled for the student to meet with a faculty member. The interview 

offers prospective families the opportunity to discuss the school environment, curriculum, and 

activities and to share details about their child, as well as to ask questions of the class teacher. For 

prospective grades students, a meeting with parents will typically be scheduled after the student has 

completed the faculty enrollment activities and three-day visit in the classroom. 

To begin the admissions process for all TWS programs, parents will complete an application through 

TADS at http://mytads.com/a/TucsonWaldorf. There is a $100 application fee per child. After the 
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application is completed, the Enrollment Director will contact the parents to schedule the appropriate 

appointments, depending on whether the application is for the Early Childhood or Grades program. 

 

Quail’s Nest Parent–Child Classes 
Infants through age 2½ are accompanied by a parent or caregiver. Families are placed in a parent–

child class based on the age of the child and availability of spaces. There is no application process for 

Quail’s Nest; parents will be directed to enroll through TADS.  

 

Families attending Quail’s Nest are given priority in applying for our Nursery program during the re-

enrollment period in late January. After January, enrollment in the Nursery classes is open to the 

general public and applicants are placed in the order received. 

 

Early Childhood Program 
Admission to the Early Childhood (EC) Program is based on the school’s abilities to meet a child’s 

needs, as well as on other factors such as age ratios in a particular class. The Tucson Waldorf School 

Early Childhood Program welcomes families in which the parents will be partners in providing an 

environment that supports the understanding of child development reflected in Waldorf Education. 

Our Early Childhood Program serves children from 2½–6 years of age. Applicants will be considered 

for placement in one of five EC classes: Marigold Garden (2½–4), Sunflower Garden (2½–4), Red 

Rose Garden (4–6), Star Garden (4–6), and Rosemary Garden (4--6). 

  

School readiness is studied carefully in Waldorf Education. To meet the developmental changes of 

the child, the Waldorf curriculum transitions from the Early Childhood program to the Grades 

program. Accompanying this change is the need to determine not only a child's readiness for this 

step, but also the fit of this program for an individual child's needs.  All children who will be six by 

June 1st will be evaluated for entry into Grade 1 by the Early Childhood and Grades faculty.  A child 

must be six by June 1st to enter first grade in that year. Children with summer birthdays are 

evaluated by the Early Childhood and Grades teachers at their discretion. 

 

Early Childhood Biographic Interview and Home Visits 
A biographical interview will be conducted by your child’s teacher before the child begins attending 

school. This meeting between parents and the teacher is an opportunity to speak about pregnancy, 

birth and early development of each child.  This supports the teacher in beginning to know the child 

and to develop a warm relationship with the parents prior to the beginning of school. Home visits 

may be scheduled for nursery and kindergarten students. The home visit enables the teacher to 

deepen the relationship with your child by experiencing your home environment. The children usually 

take great pride in showing their teacher around, and the teacher goes away with a heart-warmed, 

deepened sense of who this child is and what his interests and passions are.  

 

Grades Program 
Once an application is submitted, the child will meet with a member of the faculty for some special 

enrollment activities. These activities are usually an enjoyable experience for the child. Based on this 

process, a recommendation will be made regarding possible class placement. For Grades applicants 

during the school year, the child is invited to a 3-day visit in the classroom. The class visit is designed 

to ensure that the child’s needs can be met in a particular class, as well as to offer the student an 

experience of attending our school. Parents should be aware that some children entering the Tucson 
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Waldorf School in Grades 1–8 may need additional support, at the parent’s expense, to catch up to 

their grade level in areas that could include: foreign languages, handwork, music, math or other  

 

subjects. The Enrollment Director and/or a faculty member will inform parents of the admission 

decision as soon as possible after the three-day visit. Generally, a meeting is also scheduled for the 

class teacher and parents to address questions regarding enrollment and the child’s visit. Admission 

is also contingent upon receiving complete records from student’s current or former teacher. All 

enrollments are subject to a six-week probationary period. A child is considered enrolled when a 

deposit is made and the tuition billing agreement has been completed through TADS. 

 

Open Houses 
If you have family or friends who are interested in learning more about Waldorf Education and the 

programs offered at the Tucson Waldorf School, please invite them to visit. The Puppet Play & Open 

House is for children ages 2–6. The Admissions Preview offers a more formal introduction to our 

programs for parents with faculty demonstrations, displays of student work and Q & A with faculty.  

Visitor Morning Tours of the school during the school day are scheduled throughout the year. The 

Treasuring Childhood Film & Lecture series is also open to the public. Check the TWS website home 

page (www.tucsonwaldorf.org) for dates and times of upcoming events. 

 

 

ENROLLMENT 

Enrollment Efforts 
We greatly value your referrals. YOU are our school’s best publicist. Your words are worth thousands 

of advertising dollars and their impact is far more effective. Your conversations with friends and 

acquaintances offer the most powerful public relations. Please ask interested friends to contact us. 

Our Enrollment Director is knowledgeable and ready to answer questions from anyone interested in 

learning more about the school. The Tucson Waldorf School offers a $250 tuition credit for referrals 

to our school made by currently enrolled families which result in full time enrollment. One credit is 

offered per referred family if at least one child in the new family enrolls in a full-time program. 

 

Re-Enrollment for Currently Enrolled Students 
Re-enrollment is held in January for the following school year. You will be sent an email with a link to 

your student’s records in TADS. Please complete all required steps to reserve your student’s space 

in our program for the following year and to receive a reduced enrollment fee for completion during 

the re-enrollment period. Your student is considered to be fully enrolled for the following school year 

when you have completed and set-up the new tuition agreement through TADS. 

 

Enrollment for New Applicants 
A new applicant is considered enrolled when the tuition agreement is set up through TADS. 
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Tuition Assistance 

The Tucson Waldorf School is committed to a tuition program that helps all families realize their goal 

of providing an independent Waldorf Education for their children.  We strive to make Waldorf 

Education available to all. To that end, we offer the following: 

 
 Tuition Assistance 

Tuition assistance is evaluated and determined by TADS, a tuition management program, and 

is funded through AWSF (Arizona Waldorf Scholarship Foundation). Tuition assistance is based 

on total family income, and is available for children in the Grades and 5-day Kindergarten 

programs (Kindergarten children must be 5 by September 1st, 2015).  

 

We award to current families on a tiered system based on 3 deadline dates (see below). In 

order to be eligible for 100% of total possible tuition assistance, current families must have 

their completed application in by the first deadline below.  

 

First deadline; February 15th - You must have your application for assistance completely 

filled out in TADs. 

Second deadline; April 4th - The second award for tuition assistance will be given (only at 

75% of eligible amounts). 

Third deadline; June 2nd - The third and final award for tuition assistance will be given (at 

25% of eligible amounts). 

 

For new families, we accept tuition assistance applications throughout the year with a 100% 

of the total possible tuition assistance awarded based on availability. 

 

 AWSF 

Families also have the opportunity to raise tuition through the tax credit program. Arizona 

Waldorf Scholarship Foundation is a state tax organization to which Arizona State taxpayers 

may direct a portion of their taxes directly to a child’s tuition at TWS.  AWSF funds may be 

applied only to Grades and 5-day Kindergarten programs. Kindergarten children must be 5 by 

September 1st, 2015. If tuition assistance is received for a five-day kindergarten, it is expected 

that the child will attend for five days. (See page 27-29 for more information on AWSF)  

 

 School Tuition Organization (STO’s) 

You may apply to other STO’s in the state of Arizona as needed. Like AWSF, these are funded 

through a re-direction of Arizona State Tax.  These are independent organizations and all have 

their own set of qualifications and deadlines. If you are in need of additional tuition assistance, 

you may apply to as many STO’s as you like. TWS will supply a list of organizations in Arizona 

for your convenience. However, it will be your responsibility to apply and provide any 

supplemental documentation necessary. TWS will notify parents of deadlines for affiliated 

STO’s. Please note that if your child has an IEP there are also specific scholarships that you 

can apply for called Disabled/Displaced or Lexie’s law scholarships. 
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 Sibling Discount 

We offer a sibling discount of 10% for the second child enrolled in our school and increases to 

30% for the third child and any additional siblings.  

 DES 

Department of Economic Security (DES) funding is available for families who qualify for DES 

childcare for the early childhood program. DES qualifying families remain responsible for all 

tuition balances not reimbursed by DES. 

 

You will receive notification of your tuition assistance award from AWSF via email, it will also be 

reflected in your tuition agreement through TADS.   

 

Please note, if tuition payments are delinquent, tuition assistance may be revoked.   

 

AWSF assists families who apply for tuition assistance and demonstrate need.  
Additionally, AWSF takes into account special circumstances, including one-time hardships that 

appear over the year. Tuition assistance is designated in the late spring for the following school year. 

Be sure to submit your application before the winter deadline. Tuition assistance funds are limited 

and are designated on a first come, first served basis. 

  

 

Raising Your Own Tuition* 
Through the Arizona Waldorf Scholarship Foundation (AWSF), it is possible for you to raise your own 

child’s tuition through the tax credit program if your child is in his or her true kindergarten year or in 

the grades. This program allows you to offset the cost of your tuition through tax credits your friends 

and family contribute with a recommendation in your family’s name.  
 

More information on AWSF and the Tax Credit Program can be found on our website under the 

‘Giving’ section at: www.tucsonwaldorf.org/arizona-waldorf-scholarship-foundation-tax-credit-

program/. Contact Jennifer Moore at 520-529-1032 or development@tucsonwaldorf.org. 

 

* A school tuition organization cannot award, restrict or reserve scholarship solely on the basis of 

donor recommendation.  

 

**A taxpayer may not claim a tax credit if the taxpayer agrees to swap donations with another 

taxpayer to benefit either taxpayer’s own dependent. 

 

 

FINANCIAL POLICIES 

 
Tuition and fees are billed and collected by TADS. TADS executes financial agreements on behalf of 

the School.  Please refer to your TADS financial agreement for their financial policies 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tucsonwaldorf.org/arizona-waldorf-scholarship-foundation-tax-credit-program/
http://www.tucsonwaldorf.org/arizona-waldorf-scholarship-foundation-tax-credit-program/
mailto:development@tucsonwaldorf.org
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Late Payment Policy 
If late payment becomes unavoidable, parents are responsible for contacting the administrator to 

facilitate an alternative payment plan. Failure to do so within 30 days may result in your child’s 

inability to continue as a student in the school. 

 

If tuition or any other payment is delinquent, the school, at its discretion, may disallow the student to 

be admitted to any class or activity, and may not release transcripts, reports or other academic 

materials. The parent further agrees to pay reasonable attorneys’ fees and all other costs incurred by 

the school if this tuition agreement is referred to a collection agency or an attorney for collection.  

 

All accounts must be up-to-date prior to the start of the next school year in order for a child to re-

enroll. We reserve the right to refuse acceptance of any family who currently has an outstanding 

balance with Tucson Waldorf School or another Waldorf school. On rare occasions, limited appeals to 

this policy may be granted. Requests for such appeals must be submitted in writing to the 

Administrator and are in no way guaranteed.   

 

Withdrawal 

 Withdrawal by Parent 

Enrollment at the Tucson Waldorf School is subject to a six-week probationary period. Upon the 

permanent withdrawal of a student after the six-week probation period by the parent, the parent 

is responsible for the balance of tuition for the current semester. 

 Temporary Withdrawal 

If a student is temporarily withdrawn from school for travel or other reasons, there is no release 

from the financial obligations of the financial agreement. 

 Dismissal by School 

Enrollment at the Tucson Waldorf School is subject to a six-week probationary period.  If the 

School exercises its rights to permanently dismiss a student, the parent is responsible for the 

balance of tuition for the current semester (semester one: August through December, semester 

2: January through May). No refund will be made for temporary dismissals or suspensions. Please 

consult the Consequences section of this Parent Handbook for the rules and regulations 

regarding the School’s, Student’s, and Parent’s rights regarding probation, dismissal, and 

suspension. 

 

Refund Policy  

 Prior to the first day of school, all prepaid tuition will be refunded, less the nonrefundable 

enrollment fee and tuition deposit.  

 If a child is withdrawn during the six-week probation period, the parent is released of future 

obligations less the nonrefundable enrollment fee and tuition deposit.  

 If a student is withdrawn after the six-week probation period for any reason, the parent is 

responsible for the financial obligation for the remainder of the semester. No amount of the 

nonrefundable enrollment fee or tuition deposit is refundable.  
 

All refunds are processed in 30 days.  
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Extended Absence 
If a student is absent for over ten (10) consecutive school days without a written notice to the school 

of such absence, the school may proceed to treat such absence as a withdrawal of the student. 

Tuition obligations in the case of such a withdrawal shall continue as described in ‘Withdrawal by 

Parent,’ above. 
  

Reimbursements  
All purchases made on behalf of the Tucson Waldorf School must receive prior authorization. 

Reimbursements must be submitted with receipts within 30 days of purchase. 

 

 

FUND DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT  

Every independent school relies on charitable gifts to bridge the gap between tuition and the true 

cost of educating your child.  

 

An annual giving campaign raises money to meet the ongoing financial needs of our school. The  

Development Director is your partner in meeting the school’s annual budget.   

 

The Annual Giving campaign is an invitation to parents, grandparents, alumni, alumni parents, friends, 

trustees, faculty, and staff of TWS to make an annual charitable donation in support of the Mission 

and Vision of Tucson Waldorf School. Our goal is 100% participation. For questions about Fund 

Development, please contact Jennifer Moore, our Development Director, at (520) 529-1032 or 

development@tucsonwaldorf.org. 

 
Why should you give to the Annual Fund? 

 Tuition only covers approximately 70% of operating expenses 

 We count on each family to give according to its ability 

 School wide commitment emboldens larger donors 

 We strive for 100% participation 

 You love the Tucson Waldorf School, and are committed to its success 

 

 

Annual Fund Gifts Support: 
 Teacher salaries 

 Faculty professional development  

 Specialty subjects such as Spanish, German, woodworking, gardening, handwork, music, and 

movement education 

 Visiting mentors and lecturers 

 Festivals / community events 
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Making a Gift is easy and appreciated – 3 simple ways 
 Fill out a pledge form for a reoccurring gift. Forms are available in the office.   

 Write a check to TWEA 

 Go online to our website www.tucsonwaldorf.org  

 

 

Additional ways to Support the Annual Fund 

 Amazon.com 

Amazon.com purchases made through the Amazon link on our website earn 4%+ for TWS. 

When shopping, stop first at tucsonwaldorf.org and use the link.  

 

 Target - Take Charge of Education program 

Sign up your Target Red Card for the Take Charge of Education program and designate TWS 

by calling 1.800.316-6142 or visit Target.com. You save 5% off Target purchases and Target 

donates 1% of those sales to TWS.  

 

 E-SCRIP  

Register your credit, debit and Safeway Club Cards at www.escrip.com.  TWS I.D. # is 

2062486. TWS receives money back from all your eligible purchases. 

 

 Matching Funds 

Many employers match gifts their employees make to non-profits.  To find out if your 

employer participates in matching funds for education, contact your Human Resources 

representative.  Please contact Jennifer Moore in the development office, 

development@tucsonwaldorf.org for assistance. 

 

 In-Kind Gifts 

TWS welcomes donations of products and services in addition to financial contributions. 

Please consult your tax adviser for possible tax benefits for your in-kind gifts.  

 

 

Capital Campaign 
The Tucson Waldorf School has recently completed Phase II of IV of our capital campaign to develop 

the River Bend Campus. If you are interested in the site planning process for River Bend, or in giving 

to the Capital Campaign, please contact board President Olga Ryan at president@tucsonwaldorf.org 

 
Arizona Waldorf Scholarship Foundation (AWSF)  
Arizona Waldorf Scholarship Foundation (AWSF) is a School Tuition organization (STO) that uses state tax 

credit contributions to fund scholarships for TWS students.  If you are someone who wants to make an impact 

on the world around you, give the gift of education.  It’s completely free for you the taxpayer, and priceless for 

the recipient. 

 

 

 

http://www.tucsonwaldorf.org/
http://www.tucsonwaldorf.org/
http://www.escrip.com/
mailto:development@tucsonwaldorf.org
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Basic information about the tax credit 
 Tax payers give their taxes to AWSF instead of the state 

 Anyone who pays state taxes (or withholding tax) is eligible to participate 

 If you expect a refund, your refund will increase by the amount you contribute to AWSF 

 

Original and Switcher 
 Technically there are two credits (Original and Switcher), but you can write one check for both. 

 Once you have given the full Original contribution, additional monies (or overflow) are 

categorized as a switcher contribution.  

 You cannot give to the switcher fund until you have fully maxed out your original contribution. 

 You cannot give more than your tax liability.     

 Money in excess of your liability will roll over for up to five years, but will not be contained in 

that year’s credit. 

 To avoid overpayment, some people choose to make a second contribution closer to tax time. 

 Both credits fund tuition but have different funding criteria.   

 

 

Educational Tax Credits in Arizona 
 In Arizona you can give tax credit contributions to both public and private schools 

 Charter schools are public schools 

 Public and Private school tax credit limits are different. 

 New this year, the deadline for BOTH public and private school tax credit contributions is April 

15th. 

 Many people give their tax credit contribution by December 31st, so ask your friends and 

family early. 

 

Raise your own Tuition 
 NEW THIS YEAR, NO MORE MINIMUMS!!! 

 To offset the cost of your tuition, friends and family can recommend your child on their AWSF 

contribution form. 

 Approved funds can now go directly towards your child’s tuition less a 10% administrative 

fee. 

 You cannot use your own contribution to benefit your own dependent. 

 It is illegal to swap contributions with another taxpayer in order to benefit either taxpayers 

own dependents. 
 
 

We count on your tax credits 
Our scholarship program depends almost entirely on your tax credit contributions. Please participate 

early and to the fullest extent possible and encourage your friends, family members and neighbors to 

do the same. Half of all eligible students at TWS receive assistance.  Thank you for contributing! 

 

 

 

 



29 

 

Private School Tax Credit Maximum Contribution Limits for 2015: 

Type of Tax Filer Original Switcher/Overflow Total 

Single Filer  $535 $532* $1067 

Married Filing Jointly  $1070 $1064* $2134 

 

*Switcher Credit is an overflow credit and can only be used when the original credit has been maxed 

out.  
 

 Questions regarding AWSF can be directed to Jennifer Moore, development@tucsonwaldorf.org 

AWSF printed materials and www.tucsonwaldorf.org for more information. 

 
* A school tuition organization cannot award, restrict or reserve scholarship solely on the basis of donor recommendation. A taxpayer 

may not claim a tax credit if the taxpayer agrees to swap donations with another taxpayer to benefit either taxpayer’s own dependent. 

 

 

CAMPUS LIFE 
 

Parking 
We have two parking lots: the North parking lot, which leads to our early childhood and grades 1 and 

2 classrooms, as well as the South parking lot, which leads to our grades 3 – 8 classrooms. The 

county expects the school to have everyone park inside the campus. This means no parking, pick-up, 

or drop-off on Sutton Lane, unless we have permission from the Sheriff’s office for special events 

only. Please refer to the office for current parking and drop-off guidelines. 

 

Signing Children In and Out at North Parking Lot 

All early childhood and grades 1 & 2 children must be signed in and out each day. Therefore parents 

must park in the North parking lot and walk children onto campus. (Please note: If you are using 

Before Care for early childhood OR grades 1 and 2, you will also need to park in the North lot and 

sign your child in.) When signing in and out, you must sign your full first and last names or first initial 

and full last name. If you are signing for more than one child, you must sign each line/form 

separately. If a child will be picked up by someone other than that child’s parent, then that person’s 

name must be written on the sign-in/pick-up sheet for that day, listed on the child’s emergency card, 

or called-in to the office prior to pick-up. Each early childhood student will have a monthly sign-in 

sheet in a binder for his or her class, located on the sign-in table. Grades 1 & 2 students have a daily 

sign in sheet attached to their classes clip board. Please take your child to the classroom or outside 

designated play area after signing in. 

 

Drop-off and Pick-up Procedures at the South Parking Lot for Grades 3-8 

Parents may choose to park in the South parking lot and walk children onto campus, OR they may 

use the right lane of the driveway to pull forward and drop off or pick up students from their vehicle. 

Parents of Grade 3 students are required to sign their students in, as per the instructions listed above 

for early childhood and Grades 1 and 2.  Students must be dropped off and picked up at the 

designated drop-off/pick-up zone. Students must exit the vehicle, check in for the day with the staff 

member on duty proceed to the designated play area till the school bell rings.  At the end of the 

school day, students staying for Extended Day must check in with the Extended Day teacher; 

mailto:development@tucsonwaldorf.org
http://www.tucsonwaldorf.org/
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students who are being picked up will be released by the teacher to the parent. Students in grades 4 

– 8 who are biking/walking to and/or from school by themselves, must sign in and out daily. To do so, 

parents must first fill out and sign the Student Permission Slip Release Form. Students will be 

released from the teacher, the office, or the Extended Day teacher directly to the responsible party. 

Children are not allowed to walk through the parking lot unaccompanied.  

 

If parents need to exit their vehicle for any reason, or students are not immediately prepared to exit 

the vehicle at drop-off (or enter the vehicle at pick-up), parents must pull forward and park in the 

parking lot. The drive-through lane must continually move forward for your child’s safety.  

 

Security Gate 

The entrance to the campus is through the security gates only. Each parent will be given the access 

code during the first week of school. This code is to be used by parents and guardians only. Guests 

may press the call button to speak with office staff, who can open the gate and register those guests 

and give then a visitor badge.  

 

Cell Phone Use 

Safety is our first priority. Cell phone use while driving anywhere on or near campus (even hands-free 

cell phones) is strictly prohibited. Parents are requested to turn off cell phones while walking, sitting 

or waiting on campus. Please only use your cell phone on or near campus if it is an emergency.  

 

Electronic Devices and Cell Phone Policy 

Cell phones, mobile devices, and all other electronic media are not allowed on campus. Please do not 

allow your child to bring cell phones to school unless they are needed for afterschool activities or if 

they are needed for students who come and go to school independently. Students who bring cell 

phones to school must keep them turned off and stowed away in a backpack or school bag while the 

student in on campus.  

 

If any student is found using an electronic device during school hours, the device will be confiscated 

and a parent will be called. The item will be returned at the end of the day to the parent/guardian and 

student.  If the student repeats this behavior more than three times, they will be banned from 

bringing their phone to campus altogether. If students need to use the phone during school hours, 

they may use the office phone after speaking with their class teacher and the Office Coordinator. 

After school, students may use their cell phones with permission from a faculty member, within a 

class room or the office.  

 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS 
 

Before-Care (additional fee) 7:30am - 8:30am  Monday-Friday 

Class Time     8:30am - 12:30pm   Monday-Friday 

Extended Day (additional fee) 12:30pm - 5:30pm   Monday-Friday      

It is extremely important for the child’s experience of the daily rhythm that students arrive and 

depart on time. School begins promptly at 8:30 A.M.  
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Parent–Child Classes 
Tucson Waldorf School offers Parent–Child classes for families with infants, toddlers and two-year-

olds. Parent–Child classes are a fun way to connect with other families interested in experiencing a 

program designed to nurture and protect the young child. Classes are held once a week and sessions 

are per semester.  

 

Families will be placed in a Parent–Child class based on the age of their child at the time of 

application. Please see the school website for more information. 

 

Parent–Child Class Sample Rhythm 

  Greetings and sharing   

  Sand box play, crafts, gardening in the flower bed 

  Circle, story time 

  Snack preparation and indoor play 

  Snack 

  Clean-up 

  Outdoor play in the garden, feed the chickens 

  Goodbye song 

 

Nursery Classes 
Our nursery program is an environment in which the young child is surrounded by warmth, 

tenderness and love. This is often a child’s first step away from home. As such, the rhythm of the 

nursery strives to be a bridge between home and school. The nursery’s predictable and simple 

rhythmic order of daily activities provides children with a sense of security. The daily experiences and 

the setting are home-like: nurturing, unhurried and predictable. Patience and attentive support is 

provided for transitions such as hand washing, taking shoes off or putting them on, and preparing to 

go outdoors. This loving attention is given to each child’s development in order to nurture his or her 

sense of well-being and support eventual independence. Similarly to the kindergarten, the day is 

filled with playing, singing, exploring and sharing a warm, healthful snack. Our nursery classes are 

smaller than the kindergarten classes and are led by experienced and dedicated Waldorf-trained 

teachers with the support of an assistant. Two, three and five-day options are available. 

  

Nursery Rhythm 

8:30 Greeting and settling in 

8:45 Daily activity and free play 

9:45 Tidy up 

10:00 Circle time 

10:10 Hand washing, table setting 

10:20 Snack 

10:45 Bathroom*, hand and face washing, shoes/hats on 

11:00 Outside play  

12:00 Inside cool-down/ warm-up  

12:10 Story 

12:25 Prepare to go home  

12:30 Goodbye 
* Bathrooms are always available to children when needed. 
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Kindergarten  
Our kindergarten is designed to nurture creativity and imagination in our children. There are many 

years to be a serious student, and few in which one can truly play. The protection of childhood is one 

of our principal values. Our kindergarten classes have a maximum of eighteen children with a full-

time teacher and full-time assistant. We offer a 3-day or a five-day kindergarten option.  

 

In Waldorf schools, the mixed-age kindergarten allows children in contemporary smaller families to 

experience the social learning opportunity of helping younger children or being helped by older 

children. This sets a tone and establishes the example of cooperation that is evident on the play yard. 

 

Great care is taken in planning and providing an entry into school life that fosters wonder, joy, and 

possibility as the early foundations for a life-long love of learning. The Waldorf kindergarten 

experience is meant to enliven the imagination and lovingly guide each child toward an 

understanding of the world and to plant the seeds for a successful school and adult life. The 

kindergarten teachers prepare a report for children entering first grade.  

 

The Early Childhood day includes: creative and rhythmic movement, painting, hand-crafts, puppetry,   

singing, story-time, snack, outdoor activities, cooperative and creative play. 

 

Kindergarten Rhythm 

8:30-9:45 Welcome, outside play (gardening, wood work, creative play, home-based life skills)   

9:45-10:00 Transition to inside 

10:00  Bathroom, snack set-up 

10:20  Circle activities (developmental movement, music, rhythm) 

10:45  Snack 

11:00-11:15 Clean-up; rest 

11:15-12:10  Inside play (painting, baking, coloring, modeling, crafts, imaginative play) 

12:10  Clean-up 

12:15 . Storytelling 

12:30  Dismissal 

 

Early Childhood Extended Day  
Our afternoon program provides a healthy, home-like environment for your child that is nurturing, 

nourishing and includes time in nature. Children will begin their afternoon in their own classrooms. 

During the transition time from morning to afternoon, care will be provided by the morning assistant 

as well as an afternoon caregiver. Please see your child’s class teacher with further questions. 

 

Daily afternoon rhythm is as follows: 

12:30  Lunch  

1:00  Nap/rest  

2:00  Outside playtime and seasonal crafts (No pick-up between 1:00 and 2:00pm) 

3:00   Early afternoon pick-up time 

3:30  Snack time 

5:30 Late afternoon pick up time. All children must be picked up by 5:30pm. A late 

fee of $1 per minute will apply. At this time, we ask that you leave the campus 

promptly so that our staff may finish their tasks and lock up. 
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Please bring the following items for your child in Extended Day 
 A healthy lunch. If your child is staying past 3:00pm, please provide an additional snack for the 

afternoon. Clearly label your child’s lunch and provide a small water bottle that goes home 

with the lunch box every day. We recommend that all lunches contain a cold pack, as 

refrigeration is not provided. No commercial characters on lunch boxes or water bottles. 

 A labeled nap bag which includes a fitted crib sheet, small pillow, small blanket, and a 

separate change of clothing (in addition to the set in your child’s classroom). Nap bags must 

be taken home on the last day of your child’s school week. 

 

Early Childhood Extended Day Enrollment and Billing 
Parents enroll their children in Extended Day at the beginning of the school year and the monthly 

Extended Day fees will be billed along with tuition. Enrollment is on a first come, first served basis. 

Extended Day contracts are available in the office.  

 

Parents may select which day(s) their children will attend Extended Day—as little as one day or the 

entire week. We recommend your child stays in Extended Day on consecutive days to support a 

rhythmic and restful experience.  

 

Parents may choose between two Extended Day pick-up times. Early afternoon pick-up ends at 

3:00pm and late afternoon pick-up ends at 5:30pm. Parents may choose to pick up their children 

before the designated pick-up time, except during nap time between 1:00 and 2:00pm. Late fees will 

be applied to accounts for late pick-ups. Limited drop-in slots are available. Please check with the 

Office Assistant regarding availability for the day. Adjustments may be made to the contract during 

the year with 30-day notice. 

 

Families will be billed for Extended Day in the same manner as tuition, through our online tuition 

management program, TADs.  Families will be billed a flat monthly fee based on their Extended Day 

contract. Please note, for any changes, the office must be notified thirty days prior to the change of 

the Extended Day contract in order for the billing to accurately reflect child’s attendance.  Extended 

day billing will not be altered retroactively. 

 

Food at School | Early Childhood 
In our time, there is an upswing in the number of children who have mild to severe food allergies. 

Our school has students who face this challenge, with allergies to all nuts including peanuts and tree 

nuts, sesame, gelatin, gluten, and certain types of fruit and dairy. For some, this can be a life-

threatening situation.  

 

Our Food Issues Group (F.I.G.) includes representatives from the administration, faculty, Board, 

and parent body, to develop appropriate policies to ensure everyone’s safety and well-being. From 

time to time you will receive bulletins from this group that give specific suggestions and guidelines 

concerning snacks, lunches, and community events/potlucks. Please be careful to label food items 

with a complete list of ingredients and possible allergens when bringing contributions to community 

events.  Someone’s life may depend on this information. Please be aware that there are areas of 

campus that are designated as free of certain allergens (nuts and sesame). Because of the severity 

of peanut allergies, the school is a peanut-free zone. Please carefully read the complete section on 

Campus Food Safety Issues. 
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Early Childhood Morning Snacks 
A daily snack will be served at mid-morning in all Early Childhood classes. It includes a variety of 

organic whole grains prepared in a licensed kitchen. Please refer to the weekly menu posted in each 

classroom and on the Early Childhood bulletin board. If your child has any food allergies, be sure to 

note these on your medical information form and inform the teacher. In general, our snacks do not 

include much dairy or egg; however, these are sometimes used in baking. Please let us know if 

lifestyle choices preclude your child from eating these items. Otherwise, it is important for the 

children to have reverence for all the healthful food they are receiving here. 

 

It is an important responsibility to establish good eating habits in the early years. Grains, the staples 

of our diet, form the basis of good nutrition. The seven major grains—rice, oats, millet, rye, barley, 

maize and wheat—all have different qualities and are connected with different cultures. The seeds 

contain proteins, oils, salts, and complex carbohydrates that provide steady, ongoing energy when 

digested. Each seed contains within it the potential for a whole new plant, and thus is particularly 

nourishing and strengthening to the metabolic and nervous systems. 

 

In the Early Childhood program, serving a particular grain on a corresponding day (e.g., rice on 

Monday, oats on Tuesday, millet on Wednesday, barley on Thursday and wheat on Friday) brings a 

rhythmical quality to the daily snack that is nourishing in and of itself. 

 

Early Childhood Birthdays 
Birthdays are very special days for the young child and will be acknowledged in the classroom. The 

teacher will discuss plans with parents for the preparation of a lovely celebration. Parents are invited 

to school to share this special day with their child. We request that cameras or camcorders not be 

used, as they take away from the reverent mood of the celebration. We want to support the 

development of these special images in our memories rather than relying later on a still photograph 

that does not honor the richness and liveliness of the experience. We want you as parents to be fully 

present for the experience.  

 

Early Childhood Footwear 
It is important that children come to school with shoes that are properly fitted and allow them to 

move freely during outside play. This means a shoe that holds the foot, does not slip off, is 

somewhat flexible and has a sole that is not slippery. Shoes that have laces or buckles also promote 

skill development and are encouraged for Early Childhood classes. Shoes such as clogs, Crocs, 

cowboy boots, flip flops, and dress shoes with smooth soles should not be worn at school. 

 

Personal Items from Home 
Cubbies are provided for each child for items that are necessary at school. The school is not liable for 

personal items that are damaged, lost or stolen. We ask that toys and personal articles remain at 

home. For security items, please speak with your child’s teacher. Car seats left outside when 

someone else is picking up your child should be labeled clearly with the child’s name. 
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GRADES PROGRAM 
 

Grades Class Hours 
Grades 1–2   8:30am–2:10pm Monday–Friday  

Grades 3–8    8:30am-3:00pm Monday–Friday 

 

Grades 1–3    Early dismissal  Thursdays at 1:20pm* 

Grades 4   Early dismissal Thursdays at 2:10pm * 

 

Before-Care 
Grades 1–2   7:30–8:20am  Monday–Friday 

Grades 3–8   7:45–8:20am  Monday–Friday 

 

Extended Day 
Grades 1–2   2:15–5:30pm  Monday–Friday *Thursday 1:20–5:30 

Grade 3   3:15–5:30pm  Monday–Friday *Thursday 1:20–5:30 

Grades 4   3:15–5:30pm  Monday–Friday *Thursday 2:15--5:30  

Grades 5–8   3:15--5:30pm  Monday--Friday 

 

*Extended day fee apply 

 

It is very important for the child’s experience of the daily rhythm that students arrive and depart on 

time. School begins promptly at 8:30 A.M. 
 

Grades 1–2 Before-Care and Extended Day   
Parents are responsible for their students until they are signed into before-care or in the care of their 

teacher. Before-care is available from 7:30–8:15am at $6.00/hour and is billed in 15-minute 

increments. Grades 1–2 children must be signed out every day by 2:15pm unless they are staying for 

Extended Day. Any child on campus after 2:15pm (or 1:20 on Thursdays) will be signed in by the 

Extended Day Director.  At pick up, an authorized adult will need to sign the child out.  

 

Grades 3–8 Before-Care and Extended Day  
Before-care is available from 7:45–8:15am. Any students arriving before 8:15 A.M. will be signed into 

before-care, where may fees may apply. Parents are responsible for their children before the campus 

opens at 7:45am. At dismissal, children will be released to the Extended Day provider or parent by 

their teachers. Any children who are not picked up by 3:15 P.M. will automatically be signed in to the 

Extended Day program, where fees apply. 

 

*Parents must take children off campus immediately after school if the child is not signed up for 

Extended Day. Parents will need to pick up their children directly from the classroom for Grades 1-3. 

Children in grades 4 - 8 whose parents have signed the release form and therefore have permission 

to sign themselves out each day, and who are NOT staying for extended day, will also need to leave 

campus directly after school. 
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Attendance 
Your child’s attendance at school is very important! If your child cannot come to school, please 

phone the office to indicate a reason for absence. Each child is an important part of his/her whole 

class. Absences in the classes, especially long absences, have an impact on your child’s work, 

especially because of the nature of Waldorf education. With a curriculum that is delivered live by the 

teachers (rather than a text book), along with active participation by the students, there is never a 

way to fully make up a lost class! Please try to schedule appointments after the end of the school 

day and schedule vacations when school is not in session. Irregular attendance and tardiness affect 

the child and the whole class. Parents are responsible for ensuring their child completes any missed 

work. 

 

Because of the central importance of rhythm in your child’s life, it is extremely important to attend 

school regularly. Barring illness, plan to have your child at school on time and on all school days. It is 

your job as parent to be in charge; children who are given the premature responsibility of choosing 

when to go to school become insecure. Your child will reap the greatest benefits from the program 

through regular attendance. 

 

If a student is absent for over ten (10) consecutive school days without a written notice to the school 

of such absence, the school may proceed to treat such absence as a withdrawal of the student.  

 

Punctuality 
It is very important for the child’s experience of the daily rhythm that the students arrive and depart 

on time. School begins promptly at 8:30am.  A parent must accompany the child until he/she is 

received by either the class teacher or the before-care teacher. Children may not be left unattended. 

Children and parents who arrive late must go directly to the office to receive a tardy slip before going 

to class. Children who arrive late to class without a tardy slip will be sent back to the office.  

 

When children are picked up late, they feel insecure about where their parents are. Please respect 

your child’s needs by being punctual. If teachers and parents are punctual, students will learn 

reliability and respect for others, and will experience the strengthening of will that comes with 

consistent effort.  

 

Tardiness 
An agreement to begin on time, when kept, strengthens discipline inside the individual. The first ten 

minutes at the beginning of each day set a mood and a tone of inclusion and mutual commitment to 

the day ahead that can’t be made up later. Children arriving late will be admitted to class with a late 

slip from the office. Should student absence and/or tardiness become a pattern; a mandatory 

meeting will be held between the parents, the class teacher and the Faculty Chair to discuss 

remediation of the issue.  

 

Food at School | Grades Program 
In our time, there is an upswing in the number of children who have mild to severe food allergies. 

Our school has students who face this challenge, with allergies to all nuts including peanuts and tree 

nuts, sesame, gelatin, gluten, and certain types of fruit and dairy. For some, this can be a life-

threatening situation.  
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Our Food Issues Group (F.I.G.) includes representatives from the administration, faculty, Board, 

and parent body, to develop appropriate policies to ensure everyone’s safety and well-being. From 

time to time you will receive bulletins from this group that give specific suggestions and guidelines 

concerning snacks, lunches, and community events/potlucks. Please be careful to label food items 

with a complete list of ingredients and possible allergens when bringing contributions to community 

events.  Someone’s life may depend on this information. Please be aware that there are areas of 

campus that are designated as free of certain allergens (nuts, sesame, and gelatin). Please carefully 

read the complete section on Campus Food Safety Issues. 

 

Morning Snacks 
Parents must provide their grades children with a mid-morning snack. Please be conscientious in 

your choice of snack foods. Some suggestions for a healthful snack include fruit, cheese or other 

protein, cut up vegetables, crackers, popcorn, and water, milk (plain only), or herbal tea. Check labels, 

as most juice boxes and yogurt contain high amounts of sugar. Soda of any kind, chocolate, Nutella 

and other chocolate based spreads, candy, chocolate milk, pudding, and other high-sugar foods are 

not allowed at school. Some classes have restrictions on what can be brought into the room due to 

severe allergies. 

 

Lunches 
Please pack a healthful lunch for your child in a cooler-style lunch box with an ice pack. Lunch boxes 

with commercial characters are not allowed. Every lunch should include a napkin, silverware and 

water, milk, or herbal tea to drink. On hot days, you may also want to pack an extra water bottle. 

Although purified water is available at school, most children will drink more water if a special bottle is 

brought from home. Soda, chocolate, candy, and other high-sugar foods such as chocolate milk, 

chocolate spreads (Nutella) and pudding are not permitted at school, and will be confiscated and sent 

home.  
 

Birthdays 
Each teacher has a unique way of acknowledging the birthdays of children in their class. Please talk 

to your child’s teacher in advance if you would like to prepare a special snack for the celebration. 

There may be children in the class with dietary restrictions you should consider before choosing 

what to bring. Suggested birthday treats include: fresh fruit (already cut up unless it is something like 

a tangerine); 100% fruit juice popsicles; and popcorn (savory seasonings are fine). Do not bring: 

chocolate or any treat containing sugar or other added sweeteners of any kind. Please provide 

plates/bowls and utensils. 

 

 

GRADES CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
  
A day in a Waldorf Grades classroom begins with a morning verse and circle led by the class teacher. 

During circle time, children engage in moving, singing, and reciting in unison. In this way, they are 

preparing for the main lesson. The concentration achieved in the main lesson block allows each 

subject to be pursued in depth and with continuity. Whatever the subject, the teacher’s goals are 
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always to engage the child’s feelings and imagination so that the subject comes alive for each child 

in his or her unique way.  
 

Although the ideal set forth in the early years of Waldorf Education was for a Grades teacher to carry 

a class from first through eighth grade, in this day and age that is more the exception than the norm.   

We strive for this ideal and support our teachers to provide the best educational experience for each 

class. 

 

Grade 1 
First grade is a bridge between the kindergarten and the Grades. An important task for the teacher is 

to create a rhythm for the children’s school lives to enable them to grow and learn in a healthy way. 

Towards this end, the teacher designs a rhythm not only through the seasonal festivals and holidays, 

but also within each day and within each lesson during the day. 

 

Curriculum 

Fairy tales, folk tales and nature stories; pictorial and phonetic introduction to letters; form drawing; 

reading approached through writing; qualities of numbers, introduction of the four processes in 

arithmetic, multiplication tables; vocal music and pentatonic Choroi flute, Spanish, German, 

handwork, beeswax, painting, movement, eurythmy. 

 

Grade 2 
Rudolf Steiner described seven-year life cycles and the importance of the movement forces working 

within the child that prepare him or her for the next developmental leap. A second grader has this 

process well underway. On the threshold of newly-awakening faculties, the second grader’s 

energies are freed from the process of forming the body and now awaken to the subjective world of 

feeling—wonder, pity, joy, tenderness and sorrow. These are the currents of air upon which these 

new little butterflies will rise, and on which they will find their relationship to the world about them. 

 

Curriculum 

Holy people, legends and animal fables; reading, writing, arithmetic, and elements of grammar; 

nature stories; recorder, Spanish, German, beeswax, handwork, painting, movement, eurythmy, 

pentatonic Choroi flute. 

 

Grade 3 
The third grade is often called the turning point of childhood. Every age has its drama, but the nine-

year-old is going through a change that is particularly profound; you might hear Waldorf teachers 

referring to it as “The Crossing Point,” “The Watershed” or “the Rubicon.” What is prescribed for 

this age? Farming and gardening, stories from the Old Testament, building and grammar. 

 

Curriculum 

Old Testament stories used to introduce history; study of practical life: farming, housing, clothing; 

reading, spelling, writing, original compositions, grammar (punctuation and parts of speech), cursive 

writing; higher multiplication tables, weight, measurement and money; diatonic “C” choroi flute, 

vocal music (rounds), Spanish, German, handwork, painting, instrumental music, movement 

education, camping, gardening. 
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Grade 4 
To understand the fourth grade curriculum and why it is so suited to the nine- and ten-year-old, one 

must first look back to the preceding year of schooling, and especially the curriculum of the third 

grade. Up to third grade, the children had lived in a certain harmonious relationship to the world. 

Now, they no longer dwell in the fairytale realm of the first grade, nor fluctuat back and forth 

between heaven and earth as in the second grade, when fables and stories of saintly heroic figures 

were told to accompany this duality.  Now they are ready to start understanding how the wholeness 

of the world is made up of many parts.  Fractions are perfect for this year! 

 

Curriculum 

Norse mythology and sagas; composition, reading, letter-writing, grammar; form drawing, fractions 

and factoring; local geography and map-making; Arizona history; study of the animal kingdom; 

fractions and decimals; vocal music, Spanish, German, handwork, painting, instrumental music, 

including C-flutes and the introduction of stringed instruments, movement education, camping, 

gardening, eurythmy. 

 

Grade 5 
The fifth grader has enhanced his recent gains in consciousness and grown more accustomed to 

being an isolated self, seeing the world from a new perspective. Yet, like the third grader, he is about 

to leave another phase of childhood behind and cross a new threshold of experience. The curriculum 

must, therefore, not only continue to build on already established foundations, but introduce certain 

new elements to prepare him or her for the next step forward. 

 

Curriculum 

Ancient civilizations from around the world through Greek times; Greek myths and culture; American 

geography related to vegetation, agriculture and economics; composition, grammar, spelling, reading; 

arithmetic: decimals, ratio and proportion, and freehand geometry; botany; vocals, strings, and 

recorder music, Spanish, German, handwork, painting, movement education, camping, eurythmy, 

gardening. 

 

Grade 6 
The sixth grade reflects a firm, intentional step into the outer world. It is an arrival upon this earth. As 

children approach the age of twelve, changes begin in their physical bodies. One of the most subtle 

is a hardening of the bones. Boys and girls are more aware of gravity and weight. With the increasing 

awareness of their physical bodies, the time is right for the study of the physical body of the earth. 

 

Curriculum 

Roman and medieval history, Mohammed and Islamic culture, and Arthurian legends; geography 

(world biomes), geology, astronomy, and selected units in physics; composition, grammar, spelling, 

biographies; business math, and geometric drawing with instruments; vocal music, instrumental 

music (recorders and strings),Spanish, German, handwork, woodwork, painting, movement 

education, camping, gardening, eurythmy. 

 

Grade 7 
As the seventh grade children enter puberty, they are also adventuring across a basic threshold 

experience on their way to selfhood. Can they enter this dark unknown territory carrying a flaming 
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torch to allow discovery as they wander and probe? Can they spend their time productively, bearing 

in mind that others behind them also need their light? If their spirit of inquiry and creativity in a social 

context can be fostered in puberty, they will surely find it sweet to enter adulthood. If it isn’t 

fostered, they may stumble endlessly in the darkness, burdened by excess baggage of self-

centeredness, self-criticism and chaotic emotions. 

 

Curriculum 

End of Middle Ages, Age of Exploration and Discovery, the Renaissance; European and world 

geography; physics (mechanics), physiology and nutrition, inorganic chemistry; composition, 

grammar, spelling, literature; arithmetic and algebra; vocal and instrumental music (recorders and 

strings), Spanish, German, handwork, woodwork, painting, gardening, eurythmy, movement 

education, camping. 

 

Grade 8 
The task of elementary education is to give children an understanding of humanity and the world 

they live in, to offer them knowledge so rich and warm as to engage their hearts and wills as well as 

their minds. Such an understanding is the basis of all real learning in later years. With the completion 

of the eighth grade, the children should have a well-rounded general picture of human life, human 

endeavor, and the universe. This last year of elementary school should not only bring all previous 

experiences to a new peak, but enable the children to enter fully and potentially into the life of their 

own time. 

 

Curriculum 

Literature (short story, letters, fiction and drama), creative writing, composition, grammar, spelling; 

arithmetic (review of solids and measurement), algebra, geometry (three dimensional); world 

economic geography, the history of revolutions—American, French, industrial/scientific; physics 

(hydraulics), meteorology, organic chemistry, anatomy; vocal and instrumental music (recorders, 

strings); Spanish, German; handwork, woodwork; painting and drawing; gardening, eurythmy, 

movement education; individual research projects; wilderness camping. 

 

Special Subjects 
After main lesson and recess, the day is divided into shorter periods taught by a combination of the 

class teachers and subject teachers. The artistic, language and movement classes are usually taught 

during the remainder of the day, but some classes may start the day with gardening, movement, or 

other subject classes.  In these cases the main lesson occurs later in the morning. 

 

Handwork  
Handwork is an integrated part of the Waldorf curriculum taught as a special subject. Skills such as 

knitting, crocheting, hand sewing, embroidery, cross-stitch, felting, doll making, and clothing 

construction are taught in Grades 1–8. The students develop manual dexterity, patience, 

perseverance and coordination, while developing appreciation for natural materials, design, and a 

personal sense of accomplishment.  

 

Woodwork 
Woodwork classes for Grades 5-8 use hand tools to carve and shape wood into three-dimensional 

objects of beauty and functionality.  Other sculptural processes and materials augment the 
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woodwork, such as working with clay or copper.  The strong physical effort and attention to 

craftsmanship required by woodworking develops the capacity to meet resistance and to stay on 

task an extended period.   

 

Foreign Languages 
Spanish and German are taught from Grades 1–8. The focus is about the culture surrounding those 

languages as much as the languages themselves. 

 

Movement Education 
Movement classes are part of the curriculum for Grades 1–8 and develop strength, coordination, 

spatial awareness and healthy cooperative play with others. Cooperative games begin in the early 

grades and evolve into rhythmical exercises and sports in the middle school years.  

 

Music  
Music is a large and integral part of the curriculum at Tucson Waldorf School. Every student in 

Grades 1–8 participates in music with their lead teacher.  Strings classes begin in Grade 4, and 

continue thereafter through the grades.  Each student chooses between violin, viola or cello.  Parents 

are responsible for providing an instrument, and it is expected that the students will take private 

lessons outside of school during the school year in order to make playing a real success.  The strings 

teacher will provide recommendations for instrument rental and private instructors by the start of 

school.    

 

Gardening 
Beginning in Grade 3, every class works in the garden, learning to plant, care for and harvest 

seasonal vegetables and flowers.  Grade 3 gets extra time in the garden, related to their curriculum. 

 

Eurythmy 
Eurythmy is an art of movement developed by Marie von Sivers and Rudolf Steiner in the early 20th 

century.  The movements of eurythmy are a way to make visible both the sounds of speech and 

music, in a language of forms that is experienced both inwardly and outwardly. In the spring term of 

the 2015-16 school year, we will have a visiting eurythmy teacher here to give lessons to all classes 

at TWS for the time between Rodeo and Spring breaks.  

 

ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS 

 
Homework 

Homework is given to strengthen the child’s ability to work independently. Homework should also be 

a quiet opportunity to review what was presented in the morning lesson. It is ideal for each child to 

have a quiet space consistently available to do homework at the same time each day, afternoon or 

evening. The more this is established, the easier it will be for your child to successfully manage the 

work in the higher grades. Homework usually begins in Grade 3 or 4 with occasional short 

assignments. From sixth grade on, homework will be given on a regular basis. Your support in 

helping to ensure that homework arrives at school in a timely manner will be beneficial until children 

have established their own routines and responsibilities. 
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 If a student is absent the day an assignment is given, he or she should, upon returning, 

approach the class teacher for missed notes and assignments. 

 If a student is having difficulty completing assignments on time, he or she must speak with 

the teacher and ask for assistance. 

 Teachers expect students, not their parents, to take primary responsibility for speaking with 

teachers around matters of homework, extensions, etc. 

 

End of Year Reports 
Waldorf schools do not employ the traditional letter grading system. Instead, Grades teachers 

prepare a detailed annual report of each student’s progress at the end of the year. These reports will 

be emailed over the summer. Also included are reports from each of the subject teachers. These 

annual reports are written for parents and should not be read by or to the student. During the last 

semester of seventh grade and the eighth grade year, the teacher will assign letter grades along with 

an end-of-semester report to submit for high school applications. 

 

 

CLASS TRIPS, EXCURSIONS AND FUNDRAISERS 

 
Field Trips 
Grades class field trips will be arranged by the class teacher. Children are transported to and from 

the field trip by parent volunteers. These parents must have valid drivers’ licenses and proof of 

liability insurance with copies on file in the office. Each child will have a seat belt; there will be no 

double buckling, and no young child seated in an airbag seat. Due to safety concerns, Tucson 

Waldorf School will no longer allow students to be transported in 10 passenger vans for any school 

outing. Each driver must carry copies of the Emergency Cards of the children they are transporting. 

While away from the school, teachers will be in possession of emergency information and a first aid 

kit. Parents may be asked to pay for admission or other costs incurred as part of the trip. Please note: 

In order to stay informed of class outings, be sure to check the bulletin boards and your school communications. There 

will not be childcare provided at school for children who do not attend field trips. 

 

Class Trips and Fundraisers 
Middle school classes have specific class trips that each upcoming class will participate in every 

year. The classes participating in these class trips do fundraising throughout the school year. There 

are specific fundraisers provided to help the classes raise funds for their class trips. All school 

fundraising must first be submitted to and approved by the Leadership Council.  

 

 

TWS STUDENT DRESS CODE 
Clothing has a role in creating a respectful and thriving learning environment. The following guidelines 

are based on the need for clothing to be simple, functional, modest and weather-appropriate.  The 

rule of thumb is that your child’s clothing should support their own and their classmates focus on the 

business of work and play at school. We recognize the challenge of maintaining this value when 

children are being made the focus of advertising at increasingly younger ages. We want our children 

to have the chance to just be that—children! 
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Your active partnership with the faculty in maintaining the dress code is essential.  Your child gets 

dressed at home, so you are responsible for what she or he wears! You support your child’s teacher 

in their work as an educator when you enforce the dress code before the school day starts. If a child 

comes to school without appropriate clothing, a change of clothes may be provided for them, or a 

parent may be asked to bring a change of clothes to school. This inconvenience can be avoided by 

making sure that your child has an acceptable extra change of clothes at school at all times.  If you 

have questions about what is appropriate, speak to your child’s teacher to get clarification. 

 

Keep It Simple:  

 Clothing made of natural materials in solid colors or with simple, pleasant patterns is best.  Please 

strive to keep your child’s clothing free of words or images. (Keep this in mind as you buy new 

clothing to fit your growing child, as next year, words and images may be off limits altogether.)  In 

particular, students may not wear clothing with words or images that are commercial or media-

related, or that are disturbing or irreverent. 

 Clothing should be in good repair (and not be ripped, “distressed” or torn.) 

 Sports uniforms and camouflage are clothing meant for non-school uses, and therefore are not 

appropriate school attire (unless they are part of a costume for a class play!)   

 Keep jewelry and adornment to a minimum. Fancy clothing or jewelry is special occasions outside 

of school, because these items discourage engagement in the full range of movement, creative 

work and play.   Minimal makeup is allowed in Grades 6-8, at the discretion of parents and 

teachers.  Body piercings, tattoos, extreme hairstyles or dyed hair are not allowed in any class. 

 

Keep It Functional: 

 Running, jumping, skipping, digging, and climbing are components of each day’s work at the 

Waldorf School. Students need to be able to work, play, get messy, and move freely, without self-

consciousness or worry about their clothing. It is essential that students in all grades come dressed 

for maximum freedom of movement. 

 For early childhood children, please be sure that your child can manage all fastenings 

independently!  Watch out for snaps or clasps on pants that are hard to do. Practice at home to be 

sure of success at school. 

 Keep an extra set of clothing at school—children get dirty and wet, both accidentally and in play. 

o Early childhood students must always have a seasonally appropriate set of extra clothes at 

school. 

o In grades 6–8, students should keep a set of movement education clothes and shoes at 

school.  (See below for specifics.) 

 Early Childhood students need outdoor sturdy shoes that do not impede movement in any way. 

They should be able to manage taking them off and on independently.  Fastenings like Velcro work 

well for the younger students, as do slip on shoes, as long as they stay on the feet firmly as the 

child moves. Please avoid any shoes that have high heels, very stiff construction, or distracting 

elements (such as wheels or lights.) EC students can have a separate pair of indoor shoes; your 

child’s teacher will communicate about what works for their class. 

 For Grades students, sturdy, comfortable shoes that stay fastened on the feet are an absolute 

must at all times. In fact, closed-toed shoes are REQUIRED for many grade school activities 

(gardening, woodwork, etc.) and if your child doesn’t wear them every day, they must keep a pair 

at school.  Children should not wear crocs, clogs, ballet shoes, high heels (including wedges), 

cowboy boots, shoes with lights, wheels, or other distractions. 
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 Hair must be cut short or secured off the face—so that children can see well out of both eyes! 

 Clothing should fit properly. Excessively baggy, tight, and revealing clothing can create self-

consciousness that impedes a full range of movement.  

 

Keep It Modest: 

Students’ clothing has the possibility to draw undue attention that is distracting for both that 

student and their classmates, especially in the upper grades, making those items of clothing not 

acceptable for school. It is your job as the parent to help your child to be age-appropriate in the 

modesty of their clothing. 

 Clothing should adequately cover the body.  No underwear should be exposed.  This means no 

spaghetti straps, giant armholes, crop tops, or sagging pants. 

 Little girls can wear short skirts, leggings or tank tops in a way that middle school girls cannot 

without being overly self-conscious when they are active.  But even 1st grade girls are unhappy 

doing cartwheels in a short skirt! 

 

Keep It Weather-Appropriate: 

 Children at the Waldorf School are outdoors for a large portion of every day, in every kind of 

weather. Students should dress for warmth in the winter, and should be protected from the extreme 

desert sun in all seasons, especially summer. 

 Every student is expected to wear a hat while outdoors. For most of the year, a sun hat is 

required. In the winter months, a warm hat is acceptable, but a warm hat with a sun visor is ideal. 

 Sleeveless shirts are permitted, but shoulders must be completely covered. This is a matter of 

sun safety, as well as school-appropriate attire. 

 Dress in layers appropriate for our variable climate. In the rainy season, it is wise to dress for the 

possibility of rain. Keep in mind that the our campus is one of the coldest areas in Tucson because 

of its proximity to the Rillito River wash.  

 

Attire for Grades Festivals and Assemblies 

Special occasion dress is required for the festivals and performances held at the school (or at official 

school performances and events held off campus.) The faculty will designate in advance how 

students should be dressed for each event. 

 

Movement Education Class Middle School Dress Code Requirements 

1. Only proper footwear and loose comfortable clothing are to be worn in Movement Education 

class. (No jeans and the entire shoulder must be covered. No Heelys) 

2. Arms and legs must be covered in cold weather. 

3. Please bring additional clothing to change out of sweaty clothes. 

 

Please note: Children will not be allowed to participate in Movement Education activities if they are 

wearing unacceptable attire. A note will be sent home to parents when this occurs. 

 

 

ELECTRONIC MEDIA USE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

“Anti Screen? No…Pro Human Relationship? Yes.” 
-Kim John Payne 

From The Soul of Discipline 
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The fullest benefits of a Waldorf education are available to families who thoughtfully oversee 

their children’s interaction with electronic media.  Having chosen the Waldorf experience for your 

son or daughter, you can best support your child’s education—and ultimately, his or her optimum 

growth as a human being with the fullest development of individual capacities—by carefully limiting 

the role of electronic media in your child’s home life, and planning for a healthy, stepwise 

introduction in concert with the stages of human development.  

Are screen media “bad” in and of themselves? NO!!!  Yet we know that it can be challenging 

to both fully embrace the wonderful innovations of our times, while remaining steadfastly in control 

of their use.  It is all too easy even for us as adults to find our lives taken over by these devices!  Our 

goal as a school is to help you to help your child grow up with a healthy, human-centered approach to 

screen media, balanced by all kinds of other healthy life experiences. In the end, it is your job as a 

parent to choose the right balance for your family regarding electronic technology.   

 

General recommendations to keep in mind as you create your family’s approach to 

electronic media: 
  If your children do watch any screen media, please watch with them and discuss what you 

see. Research has shown that the effects of violence and other content in media can be 

mitigated by parental presence and discussion. (This does not hold true for “first-person 

shooter” video games.) 

 Keep screens out of children’s bedrooms. Screen use in bedroom (tv/devices) is a risk factor 

for obesity, addiction, bullying, depression and more. 

 Boredom is a gateway to creativity and healthy self-reliance!  Children’s lives are actually 

much richer without turning to electronic sources of entertainment. If you support your child in 

moving through times of being bored by providing the time, space and materials for their 

creativity and interests to unfold, they will learn to entertain themselves, needing only a few 

strategic parental suggestions from time to time!  

 Use the act of limiting media as a loving gesture, not as a punishment. Using media as either 

punishment or reward creates an unhealthy dynamic. Help your child to see media’s place as 

a powerful, useful tool. (Don’t address media as a ‘treat’ making either yourself or the school 

the “bad-guy” by limiting media.) 

 

Specific Recommendations on the use of Screen Media, by Age: 
The following recommendations are based on our years of experience as educators (and 

parents ourselves!) and the work we do to stay abreast of the current mainstream research on the 

use of media and brain development. These guidelines are offered in the genuine spirit of caring for 

the whole child.  Please speak to your child’s teacher for more detailed information that underlies the 

recommendations, and watch for parent education events that will further enhance your 

understanding. 
 

All ages: 

 No screen time during the school week for all students. 

 Do not allow unrestricted access to computers, cell phones and devices—create screen free 

times in your home. No screens in bedrooms. 

 

Early Childhood and First Grade: 

 Extremely limited to no screen time for children under age 7. 
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Grades 2-5 

 Continue to support media free, healthy activities as much as possible: reading, outdoor play 

and movement, board games, making music, drawing, taking care of pets, etc.! 

 Have clear limits about how much time your child can spend on-line. The time should be 

shorter at first, and gradually build up over the years.   

 Consider waiting until Grade 4 or 5 before allowing a few hours of electronic media use on the 

weekend.  Be conscious about what you allow! 

 As much as possible, limit on-line time to purposeful activities, not random web-surfing. 

 Cell phone use at this age should be restricted to communicating with parents or other family 

members in case of an emergency, or general use as a telephone at home if you don’t have a 

land line. 

  Consider waiting until middle school to give your child his or her own personal electronic 

device (cell phone, iPad, etc.)  

Middle School (& Beyond): 

 Continue to make conscious decisions on the expansion of screen time allowed, and monitor 

to be sure the boundaries are followed.   

 Be clear about consequences for overstepping boundaries with electronic media, just as you 

are with other kinds of infractions of your family’s discipline code.   

 Maintain parental access and passwords to all your children’s devices and accounts.  

 Make sure that any social media accounts are using privacy settings that prevent strangers 

from seeing your child’s information or interacting with them. 

 Know your child and consult website or app such as Common Sense Media before saying 

“yes” to viewing a particular film or show.  

 Strongly consider no social media before grade 8 or even high school. 

 Strongly consider not allowing first-person shooter games. If allowed, recommend waiting 

until high school. 

 Parents are strongly encouraged to delay interactive online games until high school. See 

below for more information on this. 

 Understand that if your child uses email or social media to denigrate or bully classmates, it is 

possible grounds for suspension from school. 

 

Of Special Concern: 

 Anonymous “asking sites” such as Ask.FM  All children under age 18 should be prohibited 

from accessing this type of site. 

 Social components of games such as Minecraft and Clash of Clans: Students’ social life and 

ability to stay focused on their work can be seriously affected by games where play continues 

when you are offline. (This is true for adults too!)  If your older middle school child plays these 

games, be sure social settings are for “friends” they know in real life.   

 Be aware that cyber-bullying can occur—even in Waldorf schools where so much attention is 

given to the social health of the class. 
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Parents can form community around media usage! 
The pace of change in the media environment makes it impossible to create a single set of 

recommendations to cover all possibilities.  We ask that you stay in communication with class 

teachers, other parents and family members.  Spread the word if you discover something new. Talk 

to parents in your child’s class about where each family is with media usage and work in community 

to stay aware of what activities children in a peer group are engaging in.  Examples might be 

agreement regarding whether or not electronic games or devices will be allowed on a play-date; 

letting a parent know if you see potentially harmful or inappropriate postings, sharings, discussions or 

“likes” on their child’s social media accounts; agreeing as a group to delay viewing a particular film 

until children are older, etc.   

 

“The overwhelming penetration of media into children’s and teenagers’ lives 

necessitates a renewed commitment to changing the way pediatricians, parents, 

teachers, and society address the use of media…”         -From 

American Academy of Pediatrics 

Policy Statement on Children, Adolescents, and the Media 

 

 

 

HEALTH, SAFETY AND ILLNESS 

 
The Arizona Department of Health Services requires that the school have an up-to-date Emergency, 

Information and Immunization Record Card “Yellow Card” and a photocopy of the immunization 

record on file for each child in the school office. For those who do not or who partially immunize their 

children for religious or medical reasons, immunization waiver forms are available from the office.  

An immunization records and/or waivers must be on file in the school office on or before the first day 

of school. Your child will not be allowed to attend school without this information. 

 

If there is an outbreak of a communicable disease, such as measles, mumps, etc., non-immunized 

children should be kept at home for six weeks after the last reported case, as per the Pima County 

Health Department. We ask that children with severe coughs, runny noses or sore throats be kept at 

home. Your child must be free of fever, vomiting and diarrhea for 24 hours before returning to 

school. If you have questions regarding this policy, please consult the school administration. This is a 

rule of the Arizona Department of Health Services. If your child cannot come to school, it is very 

important to notify the office with the reason for the absence. If your child is sick with a 

communicable disease, a notice of the disease will be posted on the bulletin boards. If your child 

becomes ill at school or is brought to school sick, you will be called immediately and asked to take 

him/her home to minimize the risk of infection to other children. 

 

 

Sun and Weather Safety 

The strength of the Arizona sun is harmful. Each child must keep a sun hat at school. We encourage 

you to consider applying sunscreen in the morning before school; teachers are not allowed to apply 

sunscreen. We also require that you send your children to school with a filled water bottle for the 

school day. 
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School Closures 
In the unlikely event of a school closure, the faculty and administration will communicate the 

necessary information to parents via the mass texting system.  

 

Medication Policy (Includes Herbs and Homeopathic Remedies) 
In general, the administering of medications should be done as much as possible at home. However, 

when a doctor or other health practitioner prescribes a medication that must be given during school 

hours, a parent will be asked to complete a Medication Authorization Form, available in the office. 

 

The medication must be in the original, labeled container and must be labeled with the child’s full 

name. Prescription medications must be accompanies by a copy of the prescription, often this is on 

the original packaging. A designated faculty member will be responsible for the administration, 

storage, and proper record-keeping of all medications. Please note that this policy is based upon 

Arizona State regulations. Medications WILL NOT be dispensed without authorization. Medications 

that are no longer to be administered shall be returned to the child’s parent or guardian immediately. 

 

Campus Food Safety Issues 
The Tucson Waldorf School’s Food Issues Group (FIG) is intended to be an information resource for 

everyone in our community (teachers, school staff, parents, and students) on the topic of food 

consumption and storage at our school, specifically regarding issues related to food allergies. It is our 

task to develop guidelines to promote the health and safety of all school community members. At 

the beginning of each school year, a memorandum is distributed to provide information for the 

coming academic year, as the guidelines change depending on the different members of the school 

community and their evolving needs. 

 

This year, children with very serious, life-threatening allergies to the following foods are present in 

the school community: 

 Peanuts 

 All tree nuts (almonds, cashews, pecan, walnuts, coconut, pine nuts, etc.) 

 Sesame (seeds, paste [tahini], etc.) 

 

Your awareness of these allergies is necessary to maximize the safety of our school environment. 

 

The entire school has been designated a peanut free zone; nothing containing peanuts will be 

permitted in snacks or lunches. We ask that you limit, as much as possible, the other foods from the 

list above in your child’s/children’s snacks and lunches. There will be allergen-free tables (as in years 

past) in each eating area. Please see important information below about school guidelines and what 

you can do to help.  

 

What you can do… 

1) Any items that come to school with peanuts will be sent home unopened with a reminder notice. 

Please check your child’s lunch box daily.  

2) Limit allergens in your child’s snack and lunch to the greatest extent possible. We recognize that 

this may be easy and straightforward for some but challenging for others. What is threatening to 

one child may be a nutritious favorite for a child who likes only several foods. We want to 
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promote the health and safety of all the children. Please do not hesitate to ask questions (of your 

child’s teacher, the school administrator, or the FIG) if you have them. We ask that you be 

especially careful to eliminate allergens in a form that is crumbly, messy, easily dispersed or 

which they may be disguised (e.g., baked goods, pistachio nuts, or trail mix). 

 

For example, this year: 

 • Try substituting sunflower butter for peanut butter and other nut butters. 

 • Choose a plain or wheat bagel rather than one with sesame seeds or nuts. 

 • Choose breads/rolls and other baked goods without sesame seeds or nuts (flax seeds, poppy 

seeds, sunflower seeds, caraway seeds, and pumpkin seeds are all okay). 

 • Choose bean dip without tahini (sesame paste, which is a common ingredient in hummus). 

 

3) Talk with your children about the issue of food allergies informing them of its serious nature and 

reminding them to wash carefully (as always), especially on days when they have eaten foods 

containing allergens (either at your breakfast table or during the school day). 

 

4) All foods prepared for campus events, such as festivals and potlucks, must come labeled with a 

list of ingredients. Besides the life-threatening allergies noted above, many community members 

are dealing with lesser yet still very serious food intolerances and sensitivities. If possible, avoid 

using known allergens in food prepared for campus events. Also, label the food with your name in 

case there are any questions about ingredients. 

 

5) The food truck kitchen for the early childhood classes will be nut free at all times. 

 

Additional steps that the Tucson Waldorf School takes in addressing this issue include: 

 

1) Informing teachers, staff, and parent volunteers who directly interact with students about food 

safety issues (food-allergic children, cleaning procedures, etc.) and training them in emergency 

procedures. 

2) Promoting a clean campus environment where the eating area(s) are cleaned before and after 

each snack and lunch, the children are taught to be careful with their food, and all who eat on 

campus wash thoroughly after each snack and meal. 

3) Developing specific policies for the classes of students with these allergies. 

 

This information is intended to provide a safe, healthy environment for all of the children in our 

school community, and to engage the entire community in this process. Thank you for your time and 

your willingness to help. If you have further questions, please contact a member of the Food Issues 

Group:  Linda Braun, Wynter Pradier, Ellen Regoort, and David Crown. Talk to us or leave us a 

message in the office. 

 

Accident Procedures 
In case of an accident that involves your child, you will be notified. Appropriate first aid will be 

administered, including calling 911 if the situation warrants it. In the event you cannot be reached, 

your child’s physician will be notified of the emergency and consulted as to its management. Please 

make sure that your emergency information is current on your child’s Emergency Card.  
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The Tucson Waldorf School carries liability insurance as required by the State Department of Health 

Services. The documentation is available for review in the office. 

 

Pest Control  
According to DHS regulations, parents are notified at least 48 hours before a pesticide is applied on 

TWS premises. Parents will be notified with a posting on the bulletin board. 

 

Policy Regarding Head Lice 
Due to a clinical report put out by the American Academy of Pediatrics in 2015 (See appendix for full 

report) TWS has amended our “no-nit” policy. Our policy is now, that if live lice are discovered, either 

randomly or through a scheduled screening, the parents will be notified and the child will be sent 

home immediately for treatment. We will allow children with nits at school as long as they are being 

treated but we do ask that parents practice these intervention steps to stop the spread to other 

students in the school. 

 

 Check all household members for head lice, and those with live lice or nits within 1 cm of the 

scalp should be treated.  

 Treat family members who share a bed with the infected person, even if no live lice are found.  

 Clean hair care items and bedding used by the individual with infestation.  

 Clean additional items such as clothing, headgear, furniture, carpeting, and rugs. Washing, 

soaking, or drying items at temperatures greater than 130°F will kill stray lice or nits. Furniture, 

carpeting, car seats, and other fabrics or fabric-covered items can be vacuumed.  

 Items that cannot be washed can be bagged in plastic for 2 weeks, a time when any nits that 

may have survived would have hatched and nymphs would die without a source for feeding. 

Viable nits are unlikely to incubate and hatch at room temperatures; if they did, the nymphs 

would need to find a source of blood for feeding within hours of hatching.  

 

Please notify the school immediately if your child contracts head lice. We appreciate your 

cooperation in this regard.  

 

 

DISCIPLINE AND BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS IN THE EARLY CHILDHOOD  
 

The early childhood teachers at Tucson Waldorf School recognize that a discipline policy for little 

children up to age 6 or 7 is somewhat different from the policy in the grade school. 

 

At this age (2 - 6), it is developmentally appropriate for children to explore the world of “the other” in 

ways that will likely bring them into conflict. We see this social exploration (through conflict) as 

helpful because the children learn experientially - right down to their bones - what works and what 

doesn’t.   

 

While we understand conflict and see the value in it, we don’t condone it. The Waldorf early 

childhood curriculum itself prevents and alleviates some behavioral difficulties that parents can 

emulate at home. For instance, the day’s rhythm is predictable. It includes at least one healthy, mid-

morning snack. The day is designed with times for physical activity, creative activity and imaginative 

play. We include a mid-morning rest. We hold the children in high regard and treat them warmly, and 
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at the same time have behavioral boundaries (rules). We always try to frame our expectations in the 

positive (what they can do) rather than the negative (what they can’t do).  

 

Even so, young children can be impulsive and reactive (physically and verbally) and often exhibit 

unwelcome behaviors that need to be handled, no matter how developmentally appropriate they are. 

How do we work with them? Primarily through repair (making amends). The teacher guides the child 

to an activity (through movement and the will) that will heal the hurt. A common “activity” is to fetch 

a cold pack for the hurt child. Teachers might also sit with both children, giving nourishing support 

through their presence.  

 

We also work with redirection, humor and entering the imaginative world of the child and finding a 

solution there. Sometimes a boundary simply needs to be defined more clearly. Usually these 

methods of support are enough.  

 

If the misbehavior becomes repetitive and consistent and the child does not respond to the 

teacher’s guidance:  

The child will be removed temporarily from the classroom or situation. If there is continued need for 

removal, a child may be sent home for the remainder of the day. The parent will be called 

immediately and a parent-teacher conference will be scheduled with the goal of creating a “Plan of 

Support” together. The teacher may request support from her mentor, colleagues or the Educational 

Support Committee. The “Plan of Support” will be placed in the child’s file and a copy will be given 

to the parents. 

 

If the misbehavior becomes a pattern that presents a clear danger to the child, classmates or 

teachers: 

The child will be sent home and suspended for 1-3 days if deemed necessary, in order to set up 

support for the child’s successful return to the classroom. The Educational Support Committee and 

the Core Faculty will be informed. An outside evaluation may be requested, and a probationary period 

may be implemented.  

 

Continued enrollment in the school may come into question. We recognize that in some situations, 

the child’s needs cannot be met within a group-setting.   

 

DISCIPLINE POLICY AND BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS IN THE GRADES 

 
In the grades classes, teachers work to engage and support students in a dynamic learning 

environment. As needed, faculty members redirect a child's energies or attention to deter 

inappropriate student conduct and maintain the lesson's integrity.    We have clear expectations of 

what is and is not acceptable behavior. We work to instill positive values of community, both through 

direct conversation and actions, and indirectly through the curriculum.  Students naturally push 

boundaries, and these incidents become opportunities to learn what is right. While each incident has 

its own circumstances, a policy of “No Tolerance” is in effect regarding all unacceptable behavior. 

 

Even though this policy endeavors to be as complete as possible, the faculty realizes there are 

situations that have not been mentioned because they are matters of common sense, and are 

considered self-explanatory. This policy is intended to allow for flexibility according to each situation, 
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rather than a rigid structure. Our intention is to outline a policy that clearly states our expectations 

about behavior and to provide guidelines for follow-through. 

 

Parents are expected to collaborate with the faculty in implementing our discipline policy. Strong 

lines of communication between teacher and parents are essential. It is recommended that all adults 

involved in disciplinary issues maintain accurate, written documentation of events. 

 

General Expectations for Students 
 Remember that everyone’s personal safety and well-being comes foremost. 

 Be in the classroom on time. 

 Conduct yourself during the lessons in such a way that the teacher can teach the whole class 

with minimal interruptions. 

 Treat all teachers, staff, parents, and students with the same courtesy and respect you would 

wish to receive yourself. 

 Help keep the classroom and the school grounds clean and tidy. 

 Treat all property, not only your own, with care. You will be required at your own expense to 

repair or replace anything (apart from your own property) that has been damaged. 

 Never take anything from anyone else without asking first. 

 Remain within the school boundaries while at school and never leave the school campus 

without permission. 

 Do class work to the best of your ability. 

 Keep your school books in good order, up to date, and in good condition.   

 Hand in all required assignments on time. 

 Bring all needed materials to school daily (homework, instrument, books, etc.)  

 Leave gum, candy, personal entertainment devices, cell phones, and toys at home. If these 

items are brought to school, a teacher will take such an item from you and give it to your 

parent at the end of the school day. 

 

 

Examples of Unacceptable Behavior 
 Mild verbal abuse 

 Mild physical abuse 

 Disrespectful behavior 

 Disruptive behavior in the classroom that interrupts the lesson 

 Mild use of profanity  

 Damage of property  

 Bringing weapons (even toy weapons) to school 

 Leaving school without permission 

 Stealing 

 Bullying (including cyber-bullying even if it occurs outside of school) 

 Threatening verbal or physical behavior 

 Deliberate injury of another 

 Possession of drugs 
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Guidelines for Behavior 
To be read to Grades students by parents. 

 

When the Bell Rings 
 Line up promptly and quietly with the others in your grade. When you are told that you may go 

in, go quietly into your classroom. We ask that you respect the classroom space and not enter 

the building prior to this time. 

 

In the Classroom 

 Follow your teacher’s requests quickly and quietly.  

 If you have questions, raise your hand.  

 The teacher will establish rules for “classroom etiquette,” which must be honored. Disruptive 

behavior that interrupts class work will not be tolerated. If you think or feel that a situation is 

unfair, you have the right to express your concerns.  

 Please raise your hand and state your concern in a polite and respectful tone. If your concern 

persists, ask your parents to arrange a private conference with the teacher. Remember, if you 

ever feel that your safety and well-being have not been respected, you have a right to present 

your concerns and request action. 

 At no time is any student to be in a classroom without adult supervision (meaning within eye 

contact), except when a teacher has given special permission. 

    

In the Buildings 
 Between lessons and at other times when you are going from one place to another, behave 

quietly and safely. Walk quietly, and do not run or shout.  

 Rough play is not allowed in the buildings at any time. 

 

Outside in the Yard 
 Everyone’s safety and well-being come first. Think about what “safe play” means and help 

others when they forget. 

 If you and your friends are enjoying “horseplay,” remember that the game stops when even 

one person no longer wants to play. 

 Even though teasing someone may seem like fun, for many people it is more like torture. 

Teasing is not allowed. 

 Hitting people or hurting them by name-calling or swearing at them never solves problems; it 

just makes them worse. In an angry situation, call upon a teacher to help you with “conflict 

resolution.” This is a method we use at school to help in situations like this. Violence will not 

be permitted. 

 For safety reasons, we cannot allow hard-surfaced balls like baseballs or heavy balls in the 

play area unless they are used under the direct supervision of a teacher. 

 Unicycles, bicycles, skateboards, scooters, and in-line skates are not to be on the playground. 

 Once you are outside for recess, you may not go into the building without specific permission. 

This means that you always have to ask a teacher for permission. 

 

Visitors to the School 
Be courteous to those who are visiting our school. Treat them with the same respect you give your 

teacher. 
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School Excursions and Field Trips 
 Keep together and listen to the teachers and other adults who are with you.  

 Follow their requests quietly and without loud argument. If you have something to say, always 

remember that politeness works better than rudeness. 

 You are representative of yourself, your family, and your school. Behave in such a way that 

people can see you at your best. 

    

School Assemblies and Functions: 
 The same simple rules apply when you are attending school assemblies and functions. Please 

do not use screaming and shouting as a form of applause. Clapping and sometimes cheering 

is more appreciative. 

 Things can go embarrassingly wrong during performances. It is hurtful if people make things 

worse by booing. Booing, hooting, or any other form of rude behavior is not allowed. 

 Whisper quietly between presentations and pay attention to what is going on during 

assemblies so that the teachers do not have to call you to order. We always have guests at 

our functions, and we don’t want them to get the wrong impression of you. 

 If you or your parents want a photograph as a reminder of someone’s play or assembly, 

arrange with the teacher concerned to have photos taken afterwards, or during a dress 

rehearsal, so that the class does not have its concentration spoiled during that actual 

performance. The teachers will be happy to help with this because they know how difficult it 

is when people are taking flash photographs while the students are trying to remember their 

parts. 

 

This completes the section to be read to Grades children. 

 

 

CONSEQUENCES 
 

At all times, teachers are expected to use common sense, knowledge of individual children, and their 

training and experience when establishing disciplinary boundaries. Upon initial misconduct by the 

child, the teacher initiates redirection of unacceptable behavior into positive form and/or a verbal 

reminder and setting of boundaries through a warning conversation. After repetitive, consistent 

and/or serious misbehavior where the child is not responding to redirections in the classroom and/or 

the playground:  
 The child may be removed from the classroom, suspended or otherwise removed from the 

situation depending on the nature of the misconduct.    

 Parents will be notified and may be asked to attend a parent–teacher conference. 

 Written documentation will begin. 

 

When misbehavior becomes a pattern, it is recommended that the teacher enlist the assistance of 

his or her mentor, other colleagues, and/or the Core Faculty.  Other possible actions include:  

 Bringing a child study of the child to the faculty meeting or to Education Support. 

 Asking for mentor, colleague or the faculty chair to do an observation in the classroom and 

during playground recess periods. 
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 Ask that an evaluation of the child be done by the Educational Support Group. 

 

If the problem persists, parents will be contacted and a mandatory parent–teacher conference will 

take place. A plan of support action will be drafted and the Probationary Policy will be activated. 

Parents should be on call in case the child is sent home. The teacher will determine the amount of 

time of the probationary period. In this case, the child will only be released to the parent or person 

authorized by the parent. If the child is not picked up promptly, he/she cannot return the next day. 

 

Behavior that involves serious misdemeanors 
 Deliberate injury of another person. 

 Attempt to seriously injure another person. 

 Repeated pattern of bullying (including cyber-bullying that occurs outside of school) 

 Repetition of stealing. 

 Drug possession or use at school. 

 Inappropriate sexual behavior. 

 Bringing a weapon to school (including all knives). 

 Leaving school grounds without permission. 

 

The following consequences will occur   
 Parents will be notified immediately. 

 Immediate suspension of three days. 

 Further course of action will be decided upon by the Leadership Council in consultation with 

the Core Faculty. 

 Expulsion may be considered. 

 A mandatory parent–teacher conference will take place, with the support of the Leadership 

Council. A plan of support action may be drafted in conjunction with activating the 

Probationary Policy. 

 In most cases, the school is required legally to inform the police or social services or both, 

depending upon the circumstances. 

 If no significant progress is made by the student, and the above measures have been 

exhausted, expulsion may be pursued. 

PROBATIONARY POLICY 

Enrollment is subject to a 45-day probationary period. All parents and children meet with the 

teacher prior to acceptance into the program to help the teacher understand each child’s particular 

needs and to discuss ways of working with each child. Occasionally, we accept children into the 

program even when there are questions about how well he/she will integrate into the classroom. 

Other times, we become aware of a child’s challenges only after school has begun. While the 

teacher strives to meet each child’s individual needs, it is not in the best interest of the group to 

require the teacher to spend excessive time dealing with one child’s behavior, or academic or 

developmental difficulties, on an ongoing basis. 

 If such problems arise, your child’s teacher and members of the Faculty will share 

observations and concerns about your child. You will also have an opportunity to share your 

impressions. A plan of support for your child will be discussed and put into place.  
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 If sufficient improvement by the student is not made, there will be a termination of 

enrollment. 

 

ROLE OF THE PARENT 
 

Adjustment to School 
At the beginning of the school year, both parents and teachers want to see the children get off to a 

good start. A peaceful and mindful transition assures a successful adjustment to school. Bring your 

child to class and see him/her welcomed in. When the bell or flute sounds, leave promptly so the 

children may enter into the world of the classroom. In order to provide a quiet entryway and yard so 

that the children are not distracted from their work and play, please take all conversations off 

campus. 

 

Some children part easily from their parents and others do not. Be assured that this is normal. Your 

teacher will support you and your child in this transition. It helps to carry a feeling of confidence in 

your child’s ability to adjust to school as children tend to live in our thoughts. Remember, you have 

chosen a wonderful school for your child.  

 

Every enrollment is subject to a six-week probationary period. We ask for a similar six-week 

commitment from parents to having their child at our school. Only after this time may the real 

suitability of the child’s participation in Waldorf Education be determined. 

 

Rhythm 
A strong sense of rhythm is one of the most important foundations for the healthy development of 

the children. Our lives are suffused with rhythm in many natural ways, from our breathing and 

heartbeat to the regular flow of the seasons. Waldorf Education provides many opportunities for the 

children to be guided through daily, weekly, and seasonal rhythms. 
 

Rhythm gives a child a sense of security, and allows him/her to venture out confidently into the 

world, little by little. When rhythm becomes a habit, it eliminates many arguments and difficulties in 

the balancing act between individual and community needs. Rhythm, imbued with love, is discipline 

in the most positive sense of the word. 

 

Creating a healthful daily rhythm at home will support your child’s experience at school. One way to 

accomplish this is to have a set bedtime. Every child needs a full night’s sleep to nourish the inner 

life and to deepen and assimilate the day’s experiences at school. What the child takes into sleep is 

therefore of great importance. Preparation for sleep is an essential part of your child’s daily rhythm 

and might include a story, a strengthening verse, and a quiet song. Your child’s teacher will be happy 

to make suggestions, and more information will be given on rhythm at parent evenings. 

 

We expect children to arrive at school having had a healthful breakfast that includes protein. This 

allows the children to sustain their energy in the morning and to be fully present for their morning 

activities. In order that your children may take hold of the educational opportunity provided at our 

school, we ask that you as parents or caregivers attend to the following: 
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 Provide a home atmosphere that is conducive to the child’s social, emotional, and educational 

well-being. 

 Work toward eliminating television, computers, and other media that have a detrimental 

impact on the child’s development, especially during the school week. Ask your teacher for 

suggestions. (See “Television and Video Games.”) 

 Collaborate with faculty in implementing discipline policies. 

 Review the discipline policy and school rules with your Grades child or children. (This is not 

necessary for younger children.) 

 Ensure that your child or children arrive at school on time and are picked up in a timely 

manner. 

 Ensure that children are dressed appropriately for school and the weather. 

 Please respect teachers’ preparatory time from 8:00–8:30 AM and schedule meetings outside 

of class time. 

 Ensure that children get adequate rest. Provide healthful, nourishing food. 

 Ensure that grades children get the appropriate time and environment for homework, when 

given. 

 Plan vacations to coincide with school breaks. 

 Support your child’s class. Attend parent meetings. Help with festivals, special events, and 

field trips. 

 Treat teachers and staff with courtesy and respect, especially in times of disagreement. 

 Make use of the opportunities given by the school to learn more about the philosophy of 

Waldorf Education. 

 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Parent–teacher conferences will be scheduled for all parents by January. Arrangements can also be 

made for a conference with your child’s teacher as needed. If concerns arise about your child or the 

program, please contact your child’s teacher as soon as possible.  
 

Class Visitation 
The rhythm of the school day and the relationship between teacher and student is paramount to the 

child’s academic success. For this reason, classroom visits must be kept to a minimum. If you would 

like to look in on what happens in the classroom, arrange a time in advance with your child’s teacher. 

Parents have access to their children in all areas of the school facility where their classes are held. 

Please note: For security reasons, guests must check into the office when visiting the campus. 

 

Class Meetings 
Class meetings are an integral part of the school life. Attendance at these meetings is essential. 

They are an important bridge between home and school, and offer parents an opportunity to view 

and talk about their children’s work and to participate in the type of activities done in the class. These 

meetings include discussion on various aspects of Waldorf Education. They also serve as social 

gatherings for parents. If you are unable to attend these meetings, please notify your child’s teacher. 
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At Festivals and Extra-Curricular School Events (NEW THIS YEAR!) 
The expansiveness of our beautiful campus means that a clear code of student behavior during 

festivals and all-school events is necessary, and must be supported by parental involvement.  Please 

see the guidelines below to help us ensure a safe and harmonious atmosphere during extra-curricular 

events and festivals. Note that the faculty and staff are not responsible for supervising the children at 

these events unless they are during the actual school day. 

 Festival-goers (children and adults) must stay within clearly designated boundaries for the 

festival, which might be delineated by hay bales, flags, fences, signs. Play structures and 

swings outside of festival boundaries are off-limits. 

 Wrestling, play fighting, and rough play are not permitted during festivals. These sorts of play 

easily get out of hand under loose supervision, and are especially dangerous in mixed age 

groups. Sticks are not to be used as weapons of any kind, and running with sticks is not 

permitted at school.  

 Running games are permitted only if there is a designated area for them, and only under direct 

parental supervision. Ball use is generally not permitted during festivals, unless there is a 

structured game hosted by the school.  

 Children who are found overstepping festival rules will be escorted back into the care of their 

parents, and parents will be respectfully asked to supervise them more closely. In the event of 

repeat offenses, a parent may be asked to take their child home.  

 

Personal Items and Pets 
The school is not liable for personal items that are damaged, lost or stolen. We ask that toys and 

personal articles, along with pets, remain at home.  

 

Dogs on Campus 
Dogs are not allowed on campus with the exception of the farm dogs and service animals.   

 

Photography and Video Recording 
Please refrain from shooting photos or videos during class plays, festivals and assemblies – with the 

exception of May Day and Harvest Festival. These are all pedagogical events and are offered to 

parents as a shared experience with the children rather than as traditional performances. This policy 

is an extension of the Waldorf curriculum and approach which strives to honor and protect the 

children as they move through various stages of development. Often, the act of being photographed 

can prematurely bring on self-awareness in children. A lack of self-awareness is part of what defines 

the unique experience of being a child. Speak with the faculty member in charge regarding the 

designated time for photos. 

 

School Office 
The office is a place of business and we do not allow use of the office phone to arrange play dates 

during school hours. Students may use the office phone only after seeking permission from their 

class teacher. Students may not be in the office without faculty supervision. 
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Land Stewardship 
 

The Tucson Waldorf School Garden Committee, formed in 2011, was enthusiastically mandated by 

the Core Faculty to help foster the school’s vision of a thriving, interwoven, and active relationship 

between River Road Gardens and our school community. The Garden Committee identified a need 

for all community members, faculty, students, staff, and all volunteers on our school grounds to 

understand and uphold our shared principles of land stewardship. As such, we include a few of the 

principles we wish to build awareness of within the community. These are the overall guidelines and 

processes we wish to uphold in regard to any volunteers caring for the land. Our campus is unique in 

that the farm and the school share space and we work together to cultivate a vibrant environment, 

respectful of the unique needs of the desert. We thank you for your continued stewardship, time, 

and volunteerism. 
 

Land Stewardship Guidelines 

 
I. Creating a Safe, Natural, and Poison-Free Environment for School and Farm 

Any chemicals being used on the land must be approved prior to use. In general the 

school and the garden take a strong stand in discouraging the use of toxic weed killers, 

like Round Up, pesticides, and manufactured fertilizers on the school land as well as in, 

on, or around the Farm and Gardens. We ask that volunteers whether working alone or 

at work parties, get approval before using any chemicals on the property. Please speak 

to Jon McNamara on behalf of the Farm or the school director on behalf of the school. 

 

II. Care and Respect for the Land and Its Natural Growth Cycles: Informed, Consistent, and 

Careful Management of Trees and Landscape 

TWS seeks to acknowledge and utilize the farmer’s familiarity with the land and its 

growth cycles and his willingness to serve and share his expertise. We also wish to 

maintain consistency on the campus in these efforts. Tree limbs and shrubs which 

require trimming or pruning should be reported to Jon McNamara. We ask that work 

party volunteers not trim or prune any vegetation without seeking approval before the 

work party begins. Volunteer Work Party leaders maybe appointed by the Board and/or 

by Faculty for these tasks. Please see Jon McNamara for approval for campus projects 

involving removal of vegetation or tree trimming. 

 

III. Promoting Organic Farming and Biodynamic Farming 

River Road Gardens strives to work with organic and biodynamic farming practices and the 

school as an organization wishes to actively support them. We appreciate your cooperation 

and understanding, and welcome your questions if you would like to learn more about the 

farm, its relationship to the school, or about biodynamics and its relationship to our work in 

the school.  

 

IV. Encouraging Waste Reduction, Recycling, and Composting 

Tucson Waldorf School seeks better, more effective ways to collect campus-wide 

recycling and composting in addition to reducing the amount of waste we produce in our 

operations. Blue recycling bins are present in multiple locations throughout the outdoor 
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areas on campus as well as in the classrooms and offices. Several of the green barrel 

dumpsters have blue lids and these are the larger repositories for all recycling. We 

encourage student involvement in placing recyclable waste in the proper blue or blue-lid 

containers and strive to encourage awareness that this collection is being taken. This is a 

continual education process each year. We also collect compostable materials in small 

silver cans with lids, which are emptied into the biotins’ by students onto River Road 

Gardens. We appreciate your input, suggestions, and awareness of handling all waste and 

recycling when participating in class meeting, festivals, and other campus events. With 

everyone’s help, awareness, and participation we can continue to improve our processes 

this area of land stewardship.  

 

 

CONFLICT RESOLUTION POLICY  

 
Conflicts are bound to arise where striving human beings interact. Situations of conflict are always 

opportunities for inner development and growth. When a conflict is truly well resolved, the 

relationship is usually stronger and better. The steps suggested below have a good chance of 

success when each person involved in the conflict is capable of and willing to make a serious 

attempt to resolve the conflict with the person(s) involved, using these guidelines: 

 Separate emotions from the facts. 

 Try to see the other person’s point of view. 

 Work together to develop a compromise or new possibility. 

 Keep written documentation of the process. 

 Wait a minimum of three days and try the above process again with a third party to help 

facilitate discussion. Possible sources of support are the Administrator, Board President, or 

Faculty Chair. Anyone (faculty, staff, friend) inside or outside the school community can be 

enlisted as third-party support within the process of a conflict resolution meeting. 

 If the conflict cannot be resolved using the above guidelines, the written documentation 

should be submitted to the Leadership Council. Based on the Leadership Council 

recommendation, additional support or professional mediation may be recommended.  

 For conflicts regarding your account, speak to the Administrator or the Board President. 

Pedagogical conflicts and social concerns between children should be directed to your child’s 

teacher or the Faculty Chair. Issues of policy or rights should be channeled through the Board 

President. 

 In the case of upset with your child's teacher, it is important to go directly to him or her to 

discuss your concerns. If you feel uncomfortable doing so in person, it is advised that you 

state your concerns in writing. If you need additional support in this process, you may contact 

the Leadership Council. 

 

Please remember: In the process of conflict resolution, it is not appropriate to discuss the conflict 

with persons who are not involved or cannot provide assistance. This often results in increasing the 

problem and making resolution more difficult. 
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CHILD STUDY 

 
A unique part of how the faculty at a Waldorf School strives to meet the needs of the students is a 

process known as "Child Study". Child studies involve a group of faculty who come together to 

develop an objective picture of a particular child's individuality. This group might be the early 

childhood teachers if the student is in the nursery or kindergarten classes, or it might be the grades 

faculty if the child is in the grades, or it might be the faculty's Educational Support Committee (which 

is made up of both early childhood and grades faculty.) The two to three week process involves 

collectively building up an in-depth series of observations of the student, including the child's 

physical characteristics, typical patterns of movement, social interactions, behavioral tendencies, 

etc. Sometimes the child's biography is shared by his/her teacher; you may be asked ahead of time 

to share information such as the age your child walked, or about any illnesses or accidents, etc.  This 

study is carried with utmost reverence for the child, and openness to receiving new inspirations for 

how best to serve this student's needs. We keep in mind that if one can understand the child in a 

deep, heartfelt manner, one will find ways of doing the right thing to remove any obstacles in his or 

her path.  Please know that any information that is discussed in the course of the child study process 

is held in strictest confidentiality. 
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